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| love bringing visitors new to Red
Deer to Waskasoo Park - it’s what
they enjoy the most of Red Deer.

When our daughter was young we often
used the park to Wave wiener roasts in
the winter or on rainy days using the
picnic shelters. Soon we will begin the
tradition again with our grandson.

My late night cross—-country SKis
along the river and up into the
McKenzie Trails area are probably
my most poignant memorices...

We have loved moonlight walks around
Gactz Lakes — and big group picnics with
our friends when all our Kids were small.

We love doing our family “triathlon”
at Great Chief Park: skating,
SKkiing and tobogganing.

The connection to nature, in an
urban environment, is the best
part of living in Red Deer.
| feel at peace in the park.
It's important that the park is free.
Our park shows that we care about nature.
trere you can appreciate the swell, feel

and sounds of a more natural area —
away from the concrete and motors.

Let’s strongly support involving
newcowers to Canada in our
park — the recreation, culture,
Wistory and conversation.

tere, in the park, we should be
thinking about sustainability.

It would be great to see more integration
of arts, culture and the environment.

The park is a wonderful
outdoor fitness venue.

Walking the 409 in a sSnowstorm.
Talking with friends. Biking. So many
great wmemories in the park.
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Waskasoo Park is a park of parks. It encompasses
diverse landscapes, activities and uses, all linked
through a connection to the Red Deer River and its
tributaries and an extensive network of multi-use
trails. It is well used by the community and highly
valued for its many truly natural areas that enable Red
Deerians to connect to nature very close to home. The
ParK’s offerings range from a golf course and BMX
park to a campground and several picnic areas to a
nature sanctuary, an historic fort, horse stables and
skating/paddle boat pond.

The Park system was established thirty years ago
along with an interpretive master plan which has
served the Park well. It has guided the development
of two interpretive centres, an active non-profit
society dedicated to running interpretive programs
for schools and the community, and a large system

of outdoor signage. However, with a rapidly growing
city and 30 years of advancement in the field of
interpretive communication, Waskasoo Park is now in
need of a new interpretive plan.

THE PLAN

The Interpretive Master Plan presented here builds on
the original Master Plan, updating messages, themes
and delivery methods of interpretation that respond
to the Park’s growing and changing audiences, and

the Park’s focus on environmental stewardship. The
consultant team worked closely with the City of

Red Deer, the Waskasoo Environmental Education
Society and community stakeholders to develop a new
Interpretive Plan that meets the following goals:

o Update current themes, messages and objectives
to reflect new stories, diverse perspectives and
a focus on environmental stewardship

o Update communication methods to reflect current
understanding of audience interests, motivations
and ways of engaging with interpretation

o Incorporate new media, where appropriate, for
further engaging audiences, especially young people

o Develop a design approach that allows interpretation
to have a greater impact, while maintaining a
system that is robust and easy to maintain

o Develop a high level conceptual direction
for the expansion areas of the park
that lie within the City limits

o Coordinate with other city plans and initiatives,
especially the Environmental Master Plan

o Engage the public and stakeholders in
the master planning process through a
series of workshops, interviews, general
communication and a public preview event

o Provide an implementation strategy for the
interpretive plan over the next few years

o Provide ‘mini workplans’ for the development
of interpretive features and programs for
each park area including the Kerry Wood
Nature Centre and Fort Normandeau

The Plan outlines the underlying themes and
interpretive resources of the Park and matches them
to the different audiences and audience motivations
in each area to determine interpretive objectives and
the interpretive features in each area that will have the
most impact on visitors.

1.0 Executive Summary

THEMES

The thematic framework builds from the original
plan’s topics (history, geology, ecology) to create a
foundation for telling the ParK’s stories in a cohesive,
personal and relevant delivery. The following themes
and sub themes will guide the design of personal
and non-personal interpretation and help to focus
the stories and messages to be communicated.

This framework will enable interpretation to link
visitors’ personal connections with the Park, to

an appreciation of the Park and its resources, and
ultimately inspire them to take an active role in
stewarding the environment in Waskasoo Park and
beyond.

The River
Connects Us All

The Red Deer River system

links us to the diverse places, &5
people and resources that 455"

define Red Deer. /& p

and the River k
(Past & Present) ‘3

The Red Deer River has brought " v
many people to Red Deer over
the years and continues to be a
vital part of Red Deer’s
growing community.

‘4

v, A Changing
&, Landscape (Geology)

The Red Deer River has
been shaping, changing and
supporting our landscape for
millions of years.

# & Waskasoo Park’s
¥ Web of Life (Ecology)

Waskasoo Park and the Red Deer
River system sustain a fragile web |
of life that includes a diverse range /&

of plant and animals species, each »

Stewardship

By cultivating connections between people,
the River system and Waskasoo Park, we foster
stewardship and a sustainable future for the
Red Deer River, Waskasoo Park and Red Deer.
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AUDIENCE

The Park attracts a wide range of visitors, each with
different visit motivations and interests. Some visitors
are very active, coming to access the River for sports
or for social barbeques. Others come to walk and
enjoy nature; others come to learn more about the
history and nature in the Park.

Interpretation needs to take into account these
different motivations, focusing on placing interpretive
elements in locations where visitors have the

time, inclination and space to engage and reflect.
Interpretation will have the highest impact in
locations where visitors can be encouraged to slow
down, look around and reflect on the features and
stories around them.

This variance in audience receptivity to interpretive
elements (both personal and non-personal) guides
the organization of Park areas into a hierarchy that
indicates where interpretive investment will have the
most impact.
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High Priority Interpretive Areas

« Kerry Wood Nature Centre

o Fort Normandeau

o Gaetz Lake Sanctuary

o McKenzie Trails Recreation Area
o Bower Ponds

o Maskepetoon

o Heritage Ranch

o Lions Campground

Medium Priority Interpretive Areas

 River Bend
o Three Mile Bend
o Devonian Trails
« CPR Bridge

Linkage Areas

o Pines Escarpment
o ACR Trail

 North Bank Trail
o South Bank Trail

INTERPRETIVE CENTRES

Kerry Wood Nature Centre and Fort Normandeau
are the interpretive anchors of the Park, focusing on
interpreting the Park’s natural and cultural heritage,
respectively. Park interpreters run many successful
programs out of these centres, but the physical
interpretive exhibits are outdated.

The new plans for Kerry Wood Nature Centre focus
on new permanent exhibits that will connect visitors
to the broader geological context of Waskasoo Park
and the Red Deer River; the diverse people, plants,
animals, industries and activities that rely on the
River today; and how we can preserve the Park, River
and environment into the future. The lobby, theatre
and Discovery Room will also be updated to reflect
the current uses and needs of the Centre’s staff and
visitors. An outside gallery and nature playground will
extend the interpretive experience outside.

The focus for Fort Normandeau is on building
operational capacity to create a living history
destination. The historic Fort is an effective tool for
delivering programs that bring the Fort’s history

to life. This new plan lays out short and long term
goals for building the Fort’s capacity to attract more
visitors through building critical mass of amenities
and offerings, including a multi-purpose shelter

and winterization of the interpretive centre. Fort
Normandeau is also a significant site for local First
Nations, both in the stories to be told and in its
location across the River from the Red Deer Industrial
School and cemetery site. Strong partnerships with
local First Nations and re-enactment groups will be
important to the further development of this site. The
trail connection to the rest of Waskasoo Park will also
be important for the success of this site.



PERSONAL INTERPRETATION

The Waskasoo Environmental Education Society
runs a wide variety of school and public programs,
activities and events in the Park. They are based in
the Kerry Wood Nature Centre, but run programs
throughout the Park. They have a relatively large and
experienced interpretive staff and have a very good
understanding of their audiences and audience needs.
They regularly update and develop new programs

to meet the changing needs of these audiences. The
recommendations in this plan will help fill in some
of the gaps identified in their offerings and provide
direction for resources to support their programming
activities.

NON-PERSONAL INTERPRETATION

Proposed non-personal interpretation for Waskasoo
Park uses several different methods of delivery:
signage, sculptural and tactile elements, viewing tools,
art, full-body play, online interpretive resources and
hand-held mobile device interpretation.

The physical interpretive elements emphasize
connecting visitors to the landscape and stories
through personal and relevant engagement with the
content and their surroundings. Critical mass of
interpretive elements and the use of diverse media
will attract more attention and engage a variety of
learning styles and interests. Physical and emotional
engagement in the Park’s stories through art, play and
tactile elements will enable visitors to more deeply
engage with the Park and its stories. Changeable
signage can be used to keep visitors up to date on
current activities, sightings and events.

A new centralized Waskasoo Park website will support
both personal and non-personal interpretation. The
website will provide interactive content to help visitors
find out current information about the Park. It will
enable them to connect to each other and the Park
through shared photos, information and resources.
And, it will provide a deeper layer of interpretive
content to support the programs and signage in each
area of the Park.

A mobile version of the website will be tested at

Gaetz Lake Sanctuary to learn more about the type of
information visitors would be interested in accessing
while exploring the Park. This information can be
used in the further development of mobile content for
other areas of the Park.

Online interpretive resources like the website and
the mobile website will be the most cost effective
and efficient way to create, maintain and update
interpretive content for the Park. This type of
interpretation can be changed often to bring visitors
back to the website and Park and is in line with the
Park’s sustainability objectives.

Wayfinding, safety and behavioural messaging are
important components of the visitor experience, but
are not included in this plan.

EXPANSION AREAS

This plan outlines high level interpretive objectives
and key messages for the areas to be included as part
of the expansion of Waskasoo Park in the future:
Hazlett Lake, Red Deer Natural Area, Bower Woods
Natural Area, Cameo Lake and River Plaza. When
infrastructural plans are identified for these areas,
audiences, audience objectives and more specific
interpretive opportunities can be identified.

IMPLEMENTATION

The implementation framework for the Interpretive
Plan is divided into four main components that will
enable the City to implement each component as
funds become available. The components and budgets
are:

o The Kerry Wood Nature Centre — $1.58M
o Fort Normandeau - $945,000

o Outdoor Interpretation - $414,440

o Website - $22,000-99,000

NEXT STEPS

This Master Plan will serve as a road map for the
design, development and construction of each of

the four components listed above. The community
consultation process begun during this master-
planning phase should continue throughout the next
phases of the project. Stakeholder and First Nations
consultation will be particularly important for
continuing content development.

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES 3



2.0 Introduction

Waskasoo Park is a cherished and well-used network
of trails and parks in the City of Red Deer. It lines

the Red Deer River and its tributaries, running right
through the centre of town. It encompasses diverse
landscapes, activities and uses, all linked through a
connection to the Red Deer River and its tributaries
and an extensive network of multi-use trails. Unique
for an urban park, Waskasoo contains many areas that
are truly natural, enabling Red Deerians to connect to
nature very close to home.

The Park system was established thirty years ago along
with an interpretive master plan that informed the
development of live interpretive programming and
interpretive exhibits and signage throughout the Park.
The original master plan has served the Park well,
guiding the development of two interpretive centres,
an active non-profit society dedicated to running
interpretive programs for schools and the community,
and a large system of outdoor signage. However, with
a rapidly growing city and 30 years of advancement

in the field of interpretive communication, Waskasoo
Park is now in need of a new interpretive plan.

4 Waskasoo Park | Interpretive Master Plan

This new interpretive master plan outlines an
approach and implementation strategy for new
interpretation throughout Waskasoo Park that

will engage the Park’s new and changing audiences
with more current and relevant messages. The
interpretive plan lays out a framework for developing
interpretation that will encourage park users to
become park stewards. This will be achieved through
a deeper understanding and appreciation of Waskasoo
ParK’s natural and cultural treasures and through
active participation in preserving and protecting these
resources at Waskasoo Park and beyond.

This document will be used as a road map for

the further development of live interpretive
programming, and interpretive exhibits and signage
at Kerry Wood Nature Centre, Fort Normandeau, and
throughout the current Park and its future expansion.
The plan will serve as an invaluable tool for Park
managers developing programs; designers and writers
producing the recommended elements; stakeholders
such as teachers, naturalists and user groups who are
interacting with these interpretative features; and Park
staff who will operate and maintain these platforms
when development is complete.

As funding becomes available for each phase of the
plan, this document will serve as a foundation for the
schematic design and design development of each
component. Based on the approaches and outlines
included here, content can be refined, designs created
and the specific locations and layouts of interpretive
elements can be identified and defined.



2.1 PROJECT GOALS

Specific goals for the new interpretive master plan can
be summarized as follows:

o Update current themes, messages and objectives
to reflect new stories, diverse perspectives and
a focus on environmental stewardship

o Update communication methods to reflect current
understanding of audience interests, motivations
and ways of engaging with interpretation

o Incorporate new media, where appropriate, for
further engaging audiences, especially young people

o Develop a design approach that allows interpretation
to have a greater impact, while ensuring a
system that is robust and easy to maintain

o Develop a high level conceptual direction
for the expansion areas of the Park
that lie within the City limits

o Coordinate with other City plans and initiatives,
especially the Environmental Master Plan

o Engage the public and stakeholders in
the master planning process through a
series of workshops, interviews, general
communication and a public preview event

o Provide an implementation strategy for the
interpretive plan over the next few years

o Provide ‘mini workplans’ for the development
of interpretive features and programs for
each park area including the Kerry Wood
Nature Centre and Fort Normandeau

2.2 PROCESS

The City and the Waskasoo Environmental Education
Society (WEES ) enlisted AldrichPears Associates
(APA) to work closely with the project steering
committee and stakeholder to develop and refresh
the themes and interpretive opportunities throughout
the Park. A summary of our process and milestones is
included below.

Background research and site visits

The first step of the master planning process was to
review the current interpretive elements, resources,
content and context through a start-up meeting,

a series of site visits, interviews and background
research.

Stakeholder workshops and interviews

APA then conducted a stakeholder workshop at
Heritage Ranch in October 2011 to understand how
people use and connect to the Park. The workshop
also aimed to explore what the various user groups
value about the Park and what they feel visitors should
understand and appreciate about the Park. Interviews
were held with several other stakeholders who were
unable to attend the workshop. Workshop and
interview notes are included in Appendix C.

First Nations consultation

The consultant team and steering committee had
meetings with local First Nations and Metis groups
to discuss how to include their stories and Park uses
into the Plan. These meetings forged invaluable
relationships to local First Nations elders and the
Remembering Children organization. Both groups
were eager to be involved in the planning and design
process and will continue to be consulted throughout
the duration of the project

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES 5



Communications and public consultation

In collaboration with Grandview Consulting, a
communications and public consultation plan was
developed and implemented. This plan enabled the
interpretive planning team to communicate with and
share information about the progress of the plan with
stakeholders, Park users and the general community.
Tools for engaging the community included an online
survey, social media, direct communications, First
Nations consultations and a Public Preview evening.
The communications and public consultation process
was very successful with over 140 respondents
participating in the survey and a well advertised
Public Preview night, with over 25 guests.

Conceptual development

Building on the information gathered from the
steering committee, the stakeholders, and background
research, over-arching themes and an interpretive
approach were developed to guide the design

and development of outdoor interpretation and
programming recommendations, as well as a high
level concept for new exhibits at Kerry Wood and
Fort Normandeau. Technology recommendations
were made by NGX Interactive and Harry Parsons
analysed the Park’s current live programming and
identified further opportunities. Plans were discussed
and reviewed by the steering committee in November,
December (2011) and January (2012).
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Site inventory matrix development

In close collaboration with the steering committee,
themes, stories, interpretive features and interpretive
objectives were identified and organized thematically
and located throughout the various interpretive areas
of the Park.

Implementation strategy

Interpretive priorities were identified and developed
into a two-phased approach for plan implementation.
A set two-year budget, the Red Deer Centennial in
2013 and a well-defined interpretive hierarchy guided
the development of the implementation strategy.

Feedback Loop

Feedback from the steering committee was
incorporated into the plan on an ongoing basis.
Feedback from the public consultation process was
incorporated at significant stages. Initial input was
gathered through interviews, direct consultation
and the workshop. Feedback from the surveys and
the Preview Night was also incorporated into the
document. Results from public consultation process
are included in the Communications Report in
Appendix B.



3.1 PARKHISTORY

Well ahead of its time, the City of Red Deer
established an extensive park system in the heart
of the city, with its approval of the Waskasoo Park
Master Plan in 1982. The parkland was proposed
in Red Deer River Corridor Park: An Integral Park
of a Regional Recreation Plan (1975) and Red Deer
River Valley Parks and Recreation: A Proposal for
Cooperative Action (1978) It now includes much of
what was envisioned in the original plans.

Much of the area that is now part of the Park system
is on the Red Deer River floodplain, which enabled it
to be more easily designated as parkland rather than
developed. Other areas had previously been used for
industrial purposes and have been rehabilitated into
parkland over the years to accommodate the City’s
growing population.

The Kerry Wood Nature Centre, an interpretive hub
for the Park, was built in 1986 by recommendation
of the original master plan. An interpretive centre
was also built at Fort Normandeau. The Waskasoo
Environmental Educational Society operates the two
interpretive centres, develops and runs interpretive
programs and engages the community in Park issues,
resources and activities. Their mission is “to create a
population of citizens interested in, aware of, involved
in and concerned about their natural and cultural
heritage”

3.0 Project Background

The original Waskasoo Park Master
Plan was developed when the
population of Red Deer was 45,000
and anticipated to double over the next
20 years. The current population is
91,877 and is expected to reach between
136,000-156,000 in the next 25 years.
(Red Deer Populations Projections
2007-2031, City of Red Deer, 2006).

In anticipation of this rapid growth,
the City has developed plans for
annexing land outside the city limits
and expanding the city limits. With
this expansion and population growth
comes the need to expand the City’s
parkland as well.
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3.2 PARK DESCRIPTION

Currently Waskasoo Park stretches almost
continuously along the Red Deer River banks

from the River Bend Golf Course and Recreation
Area at the northeast reaches of Red Deer to Fort
Normandeau in the west. The Devonian Trails branch
oft along the Waskasoo Creek and Piper Creek
tributaries south to the newly established Oxbow Off-
Leash Dog Park and north along the escarpment.

The Park system includes several park areas,
connected by linkage zones—well used by bike and
pedestrians for commuting, exercise and leisure. Each
park area is distinct, providing different recreational
opportunities for visitors and varying levels of
protected habitat for wildlife. Some areas have high
levels of recreational opportunities, while others have
high levels of preservation for wildlife and low levels
of recreation.

Waskasoo Park is highly valued by Red Deerians,
always rating at the top of Red Deer’s strengths in City
surveys. Citizens value the Park and its diverse areas
for different reasons: some areas are valued for their
lively social activities and high-energy recreation,
while others are valued for their serenity, solitude and
relative isolation.

Red Deer’s citizens have a long history of protecting
their natural and cultural heritage. Waskasoo Park is
a significant demonstration and on-going example of
this.
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Recreational

The Park’s recreational features include: walking

and biking trails, hiking and cross-country ski trails,
skating ponds, fish ponds, water parks, a golf course,
a BMX course, a campground, picnic grounds, a
horse ranch and trails, boat launches, dog parks,
playgrounds, sports fields, outdoor gyms, skate
parks, amphitheatres, an historic fort and a nature
centre. Several of these facilities are run by non-profit
societies, supported by the City.

Interpretation

The Kerry Wood Nature Centre and Fort
Normandeau are the Park’s two interpretive anchors.
WEES operates both facilities, running a number

of nature-based school and public programs out

of Kerry Wood Nature Centre and seasonal living
history programs out of Fort Normandeau during the
summer. The WEES interpretive staff run tours and
programs throughout the Park, and together with

the City Parks section, maintain the outdoor signage
in the Park as well. Current interpretive exhibits

at Kerry Wood Nature Centre, Fort Normandeau

and throughout the Park are based on the original
interpretive master plan and are in need of significant
updates.




Natural Heritage

Some of Waskasoo ParK’s natural resources include
significant geological features that illustrate how
the River valley was formed through glaciations,
sedimentation and other natural forces. The
meandering river, oxbow lakes, flood plains,
escarpments and cutbanks are some of the more
visible geological features in the Park.

Waskasoo Park is home to diverse wildlife. Red Deer
is situated on the ecological transition zone between
prairie and boreal forest. This ecological crossroads
enables a wide variety of species to exist and adapt
to the rich biodiversity found here. Poplar and aspen

deciduous woodlands, spruce woodlands, grasslands,

wetlands and the transitional zones between these

various plant communities provide habitat for a wide

variety of plant, animal and insect species.

The park also features Alberta’s oldest Federal
Migratory Bird Sanctuary, which protects and
preserves local bird species living in and around
Gaetz Lake. This area is especially rich in local and
migratory birdlife. Maskepetoon Park also protects
fragile fen habitat.

The River tributaries and connected natural areas
within the Park also play an important role as wildlife
corridors for animal species, large and small, to move
between larger natural areas.

Cultural Heritage

The Park is also rich in cultural resources. The
Paskapoo sandstone formation underlies a natural
river crossing just west of where the City lies today. It
has been a crossing point for humans for thousands
of years, and for animals before them. Before the
Edmonton-Calgary railway was built in 1893, all
manner of traffic crossed the River here on the
Calgary & Edmonton Trail. The modest settlement
that grew from crossing traffic in the 1880’s eventually
grew into the City of Red Deer. Fort Normandeau, a
replicated version of the Fort built at the crossing in
1885, celebrates the coming together of the region’s
three founding communities: Indigenous, Métis and
European.

Many other historic sites and stories are located
within Waskasoo Park including locations of historic
buildings like the Bawtinheimer Sawmill, Reinholdt
Quarry, Piper Brickyard, the first school house,
Cronquist House, Allen Bungalow, a significant

First Nations archeological site and the provincially
designated CPR Bridge.
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First Nations

Red Deer is situated at a natural borderland between
regions traditionally occupied by Blackfoot and
Cree First Nations. Both nations used the shallow
crossing west of the current city. Currently First
Nations history is communicated minimally at Fort
Normandeau and at Great Chief Park, so named

in reference to Chief Maskepetoon. Since the last
master plan, many more First Nations stories and
sites have been identified and a growing relationship
with local First Nations has been forged. Some of
these significant sites include a prehistoric campsite
on Piper Mountain, an indigenous graveyard and
the site of a residential school across the River from
Fort Normandeau. Consultations with local First
Nations groups in Red Deer
confirmed the importance
of, and their interest

in, contributing to the
development of interpretive
opportunities throughout
the Park, especially at Fort
Normandeau.
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The River System

The Red Deer River system has always been central
to Red Deerians, as a mode of transportation, an
industrial resource, and a source of water, food and
recreation. Many of the cultural stories and historical
features throughout the Park reflect the central role
the River has played in the growth of the City. The
River system encompasses the Red Deer River, its
tributaries and the local watershed in general.

Urban Context

The Park runs through many residential and
commercial areas and is highly valued for the
opportunity it brings to Red Deer’s residents to
access nature so close to home. It is especially valued
as a safe place for introducing children to nature.

Its integration within the City provides significant
recreational, spiritual, educational and environmental
benefits for the City and
its residents. However,
this close proximity also
poses many threats to
this fragile environment,
with significant effects
for both humans and
local wildlife.
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3.3 VISITOR ANALYSIS

Waskasoo Park system consistently rates as the one of
the City’s most valuable assets in municipal surveys
and assessments. The Park is also the most widely
used attraction for visitors to Red Deer. This visitor
analysis reviews the broader context of demographics
for Red Deer and for visitors to Red Deer. It then
narrows in to focus on the people using the Park
system and how they use it.
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Red Deer Demographics

Red Deer’s population is currently 91,877 as per the
2011 census, a 2% growth over 2010. The average age
of Red Deerians is 33, with a very even split between
men and women. Red Deer is one of Canada’s fastest
growing cities, expected to grow to 136,000-156,000
in the next 25 years.

Red Deer is increasingly tech savvy, with 51%
households reporting the use of social media in the
2011 census report.

The City is also becoming more multicultural, with
many of its new residents coming from outside

of Canada. 10% of Red Deerians do not have

English as their first language. Spanish is the most
frequently spoken, followed by French, Tagalog,
German, Chinese, Dutch, Ukranian and Vietnamese,
respectively.

Visitors to Red Deer

Red Deer is not a major tourist destination, but does
get a significant number of visitors passing between
Calgary and Edmonton and visiting family and
friends. The 2008 Tourism Report showed that visitors
to Red Deer come mostly from Alberta (90%) and
come for pleasure (41%) or to visit friends and family
(39%). Visitors from outside Alberta are usually

here to visit friends and family or are on their way to
Alaska or other northern destinations. Most are only
here for a day or overnight. Many visitors come for
business conventions or sports tournaments.

Many tourists are looking for recreational
opportunities within the City, both structured and
informal. Tourism Red Deer helps many people find
out about and access Waskasoo Park. Its accessibility
is also an advantage for business travelers with little
time, but in need of some fresh air and exercise.




Park Users

In July 2004 an Intercept Study was completed to
gather information on Park and trail use, issues

and new ideas from trail users. The vast majority of
respondents used the trails five days a week (both
weekdays and weekends) during the spring, summer
and fall. The majority of respondents were between
the ages 18-49, which reflects Red Deer’s young
population. Respondents were almost equally male
(52%) and female (48%).

Respondents to the July 2004 survey and the survey
conducted for this master plan, indicated that they
use the Park system for a variety of active and passive
activities. According to the Study, the most valued
aspect of the Park system is the opportunity to be

in nature and the good maintenance, accessibility,
connectivity and safety of the trails.

Following is a description of visitors to Waskasoo
Park, by type. These visitor characteristics are used
in defining audience motivations and objectives

as described
in Section 4.2
Audience.

Commuters

Commuters use the Park’s extensive trail system to
travel around the City, both on foot and by bike. These
users generally stick to the main pathways.

Cyclists

Cyclists of all ages and abilities use the vast network of
paved trails for transportation, exercise and leisure.

Picnickers

Many of the ParK’s areas are equipped with picnic
tables, firepits, fire wood and shelters. These areas are
well used in the summer for family and large groups
bbg’s and picnics. Kin Canyon and Rotary Park are
two of the most highly used picnic grounds.

Walkers/hikers

Many Red Deer residents use the Park for walks and
hikes in nature. The ParK’s nature, beauty and solitude
are often the specific draws for these visitors.

Specific use

These visitors use specific areas of the Park for
specifically designated activities like golfing, BMXing,
mountain biking, horse back riding and recreational
sports activities. Other’s might be participating

in programs run by other organizations, like yoga
classes, art and running clubs.

Campers

Campers use the RV or tent sites at Lions
Campground. Most stay for a night or two, but some
stay for extended periods of time. Many are in town
visiting relatives or at sports tournaments.

Tourists

Tourists mostly access the Park as campers at Lions
Campground, Heritage Ranch, Kerry Wood Nature
Centre and Fort Normandeau. Tourists are looking for
things to see and do in the Park.

School Groups

Teachers use the ParK’s resources to engage their
students in nature and history as it relates to the
curriculum as well as for physical activity. Some
school groups are able to walk to the Park from their
schools, others have to rely on buses. Many school
groups also participate in WEES’s curriculum-based
school programs.
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Families

Families make good use of most parts of the Park. Kin
Kanyon, Discovery Canyon , Heritage Ranch, Bower
Ponds and Rotary Picnic Park are especially popular
with kids due to the playgrounds and waterparks in
these locations.

Winter users

Skiers enjoy the solitude of trails tracked out at River
Bend and Heritage Ranch, while other users are
appreciative of any and all trails that are cleared of
snow. Bower Ponds is also a popular spot in winter for
skating, bonfires and hot chocolate.

Event Participants

Many visitors come to the Park for community events
like the Canada celebrations at Bower Ponds. These
visitors come to engage with the friends, family,
neighbours and the community in general.

Program Participants

WEES runs many programs for the public. Most
of these are run out of Kerry Wood Nature Centre
and Fort Normandeau. These visitors are coming
specifically to engage with the ParK’s natural and
human resources in a structured program.
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River users

These visitors us the Park to access the river for
tubing, canoeing, kayaking and fishing. Fort
Normandeau, McKenzie Trails Recreation Area and
River Bend are the more popular launch spots.

Dog walkers

Dog owners come specifically to Three Mile Bend

and Ox Bow dog park to walk their dogs off leash.
Many areas are well used for dog on leash walks, while
others, like Gaetz Lake Sanctuary prohibit dogs.

Special Interest Groups

Special interest groups or hobbyists are long time park
users and generally feel a real ownership of it. They
understand and value the Park and are often involved
in maintenance and stewardship projects. The Red
Deer River Naturalists and the Gaetz Lake Sanctuary
Committee are examples of this type of visitor.

Physically challenged

The ParK’s extensive system of paved trails is also
enjoyed by visitors with restricted mobility. Ramps,
accessible amenities and interpretive elements and
programs are important for meeting the needs of this
audience.

First Nations

Local First Nations and Metis groups have a

strong connection to the Park and its importance

in supporting the region’s Indigenous people for
thousands of years. Fort Normandeau is especially
significant as it is located across the River from the
site of an industrial school. Truth and Reconciliation
ceremonies are also held at Fort Normandeau. A
sweatlodge is also located on the site.

New Canadians

New Canadians are a growing audience in Red Deer.
WEES is working with immigration organizations to
help connect new residents to the Park. Many now
come especially to Rotary Picnic Park and McKenzie
Trails Recreation Area for large family picnics.



3.4 VISITOR MANAGEMENT

Like most parks, Waskasoo Park has several visitor
management issues. Prohibited behaviour like illegal
tree removal, AT Ving, littering, overflow parking,
public drinking, inappropriate/unsafe river use

and inappropriate dog behavior are some of the
more substantial issues. Curbing these prohibited
behaviours has proven difficult. Signage is often not
adequate and can detract from the enjoyment of

an area. Education and appreciation of the Park are
needed to change behaviour. This interpretive plan
aims to engage and educate visitors about the value
of the Park and how they can play a role as stewards,
but does not include a
signage plan for this type
of park messaging.

Wayfinding, safety

and behavioural
messaging are important
components of the
visitor experience, but
are not included in this
plan.

3.5 PROGRAM ANALYSIS

The Waskasoo Environmental Education Society
runs a wide variety of school and public programs,
activities and events in the Park. They are based in the
Kerry Wood Nature Centre and Fort Normandeau,
but run programs throughout the Park. They have a
relatively large and experienced interpretive staft and
have a very good understanding of their audiences
and audience needs. They regularly update and
develop new programs to meet the changing needs of
these audiences.

The public offerings include large scale public
gatherings, courses, walks and talks, offsite and
outreach programs, mentoring, day camps and a
nature nursery. School and youth programs include
curriculum-based school programs, non-curriculum
programs, teacher training, youth group badge
programs, and sleepovers. Both public and youth
receive programming focusing on natural history,
environmental education, and cultural heritage.

Live interpretive programming operates throughout
the Park. Some staff interpreters are present every
week or more in the most-used parks, nodes

and trails, and less-frequently in less-used areas.
Interpreters are key to the ParK’s interpretation as they
are versatile in their knowledge, able to travel, provide
support for interpretive exhibits and signage, provide
information, orientation for users, and— by their
presence— provide a level of supervision of the Park.

Live interpretive program planning focuses on
new themes, new visitors, and complementing new
interpretive exhibits and signage.
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3.6 REPORT REVIEW

The City of Red Deer has completed many reports
over the years that have influenced the development of
Waskasoo Park. Following is a summary of the more
relevant reports that have guided the development of
this interpretive master plan.
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Waskasoo Park Interpretive Master Plan (1982)

This was the original Waskasoo Park Interpretive
Master Plan (WPIMP), developed for the newly
established Waskasoo Park. This plan laid out

the thematic foundation for the existing live and
exhibit and signage-based interpretive experiences
throughout the Park. This plan focused on
communicating the Park’ stories through five
themes: Waskasoo Park, bedrock formation,
landscape modification, colonization by flora and
fauna and colonization by man. It recommended the
development of eight major areas within the Park

in which to tell these stories: Fort Normandeau,
Maskepteoon, Hoopfer (now Heritage Ranch), Bower
Ponds, Rotary/Kin Kanyon, Lions Campground,
Gaetz Lakes and River Bend.

Waskasoo Park Master Plan (1982)

Building on the Red Deer River Corridor Park:
An Integral Part of the Regional Recreation Plan
(1975), the Waskasoo Park Master Plan outlines
the boundaries of the newly designated park and
establishes policies for development and use.

Red Deer Trails Master Plan (2005)

This document outlines a plan for developing
important linkages between new and developing
neighbourhoods and Park areas. An Interception
Study was done as part of this plan, asking trail users
a variety of questions regarding their use of the Park
and what they would like to see improved or added to
the Park system.

Waskasoo Park: Special gathering places Master Plan
(2005)

This plan updates the original master plan, focusing
on developing sustainable Park programs and services
that more closely reflect the growing community’s
needs and other city initiatives. This report outlines
plans specifically for Heritage Ranch, Bower Ponds,
Three Mile Bend and River Bend.

Heritage Management Plan (2006)

This plan provides guidelines
and recommendations for
the City’s heritage resources.
It guides the development

of policies, practices and
tools for preserving and
restoring Red Deer’s heritage
resources, and creating
awareness and appreciation
for the City’s built heritage.




Downtown Action Plan (2008)

This plan updates the 2000 Downtown Action Plan,
envisioning three distinct districts within the City that
will combine to create a vibrant and diverse urban
centre. The districts include the historic downtown,
Riverlands and Railyards. The plan calls for improving
pedestrian access around the City and building

strong connections to the River through features like
a River Plaza, a bridge to Bower Ponds and a River
Promenade. All these features will connect residents
more directly with Waskasoo Park and its trails.

Maskepetoon Master Plan (2008)

Maskepetoon is the most recently opened area of
the Park. This master plan focuses on the ecological
sensitivity of Maskepetoon Park, providing a plan
for the development of infrastructure that will allow
the public to access and view the park’s natural
assets, while protecting its fragile environmental
resources. This plan also provides some interpretive
recommendations for Maskepetoon Park.

Community Culture Vision (2008)

This plan outlines the vision for culture in Red Deer,
and the role culture should play in the everyday lives
of Red Deerians. It builds on the 2001 Community
Culture Master Plan, identifying four main cultural
values: authenticity (sense of place), diversity,

rural roots leadership (the pioneering spirit) and
connections to our environment.

Recreation, Parks and Culture Community Needs
Assessment (2008)

This report identifies needs and requirements for

the recreation, parks and cultural assets for the City.

It assesses the needs, desires and attitudes of Red
Deerians to help focus the City’s future planning.

In respect to the City’s park system, results of this
report conclude that the community is happy with

the current state of outdoor recreational facilities, but
they also see preserving, expanding and improving
these facilities as highly valuable and a city investment
they would be in support of.

River Valley and Tributaries Plan (2010)

This plan identifies land
outside the current City
park system that would be
best suited for potential
trails and parkland as the
City grows in the next 30 to
50 years. The plan focuses
on identifying areas with
significant natural resources,
especially water resources.

As much as possible the
plan endeavors to maintain the connectedness that
characterizes Waskasoo Park today, and preserve the
diverse nature of the ParK’s distinct areas of activity
and conservation.

Waskasoo Park Signage Identity Standards Final
Report (2010)

This document provides a framework for an efficient
and cohesive signage system within the Park. The
plan presents a new signage family that will improve
wayfinding and the visitor experience through visual
identity, consistency and a strong graphic hierarchy.

Kin Kanyon Redevelopment Plan (2010)

This document provides a concept for redeveloping
upper and lower Kin Kanyon. The plans include the
development of a new themed water park, improved
amenities, expanded picnic areas, two permanent
multi-use pads and a new activity centre.

Environmental Master Plan (2011)

The Environmental Master Plan outlines a 25-year
plan for Red Deer to enhance its natural environment
and minimize its ecological footprint through active
stewardship, community collaboration and City
leadership. The plan is divided into seven focus areas:
water, ecology, transportation, built environment,
energy, air and waste.

Other reports and sources
are listed in Appendix C -
Contacts and Sources.
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40 Interpretive Plan

4.1 INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

The following interpretive plan aims to provide

a framework for the design, development and
implementation of interpretive experiences
throughout the Park. It outlines a structure and plan
for engaging Park users in the natural and cultural
treasures of the Park, making its stories relevant and
meaningful to visitors and inspiring them to further
discovery, exploration and inquiry.

Underlying and informing this plan is the Park’s
foundational objective to transform a visitor’s interest,
appreciation and understanding of Waskasoo Park’s
natural environment, into active participation in
stewarding our environment in the Park and beyond.

The objectives for the interpretive plan can be defined
by the emotional, learning and behavioral goals for
the interpretive experience at Waskasoo Park:

o Emotional - Interpretation will connect visitors to
the nature, stories and people of the Park through an
appreciation of their significance, role and impact.

o Learning - Interpretation will help visitors acquire
the tools they need for observing and understanding
the natural and cultural stories of the Park.

o Behavioural - At the basic level interpretation
will inspire visitors to explore, participate
and spend time in the Park. At a deeper lever,
interpretation will help visitors make changes
in lifestyle towards living sustainably and
becoming stewards of the environment.

These overarching goals have guided the development
of the site-specific goals at each of the interpretive
areas in the park. These goals in turn guide story
development and the interpretive elements that are
recommended for each location.
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4.2 AUDIENCE

ADDRESSING DIVERSE MOTIVATIONS

Visitors to Waskasoo Park are diverse; arriving with

a range of motivations, visit objectives, interests and
backgrounds. It is important that the interpretive plan
recognizes these different goals and motivations for
each audience. Some visitors are very active, coming
to access the River for tubing, sports or for social
barbeques. Others come to walk and enjoy nature;
others come to learn more about the history and
nature in the Park.

Interpretation needs to take into account these
different motivations, focusing on placing
interpretive elements in locations where visitors
have the time, inclination and space to engage and
reflect. Interpretation will have the highest impact
in locations where visitors can be encouraged to
slow down, look around and reflect on the features
and stories around them. Visitors focused on other
activities are less likely to engage with personal or
non-personal interpretation.

The Park visitors described in 3.3 Visitor Analysis

can be grouped by visit motivation and receptivity to
interpretation. These groups help to determine how
and where interpretive elements should be included to
have the highest impact. Visitors may find themselves
in any of these categories, depending on their current
activity.

Highly Active Visitors

These visitors are generally engaged in fast paced

or specific activities like running, biking, tubing or
structured sports activities. The activity is their main
motivation and objective for their use of the Park.
Generally these visitors will not be attracted to or
interested in engaging with interpretation of any type,
except at the most superficial leve.

Park Strollers

These users are generally moving at a slower pace and
may have park use motivations that include spending
time with friends and family and/or enjoying the
Park setting. Many will be attracted to interpretive
features and programs that they encounter along the
way. This audience will be more receptive to finding
out about new opportunities for activities within the
Park, encouraging them to become Park Explorers.
Walkers, picnickers, event participants, tourists and
families would be in this category. If interpretive
elements are located at natural resting points and
lookouts, cyclists, commuters, runners and skiers may
also have slowed down enough to engage with the
interpretation.



Park Explorers

These are the visitors that come to the Park and its
facilities specifically to find out more, to explore and
to actively engage with the Park’s natural and cultural
resources. Visitors to the interpretive centres at Fort
Normandeau and Kerry Wood Nature Centre will

be this type of audience. School groups, program
participants, families and life-long learners are in
this group. Personal interpretation will have the most
impact with these visitors as many of them are likely
to join programs and activities. Roving interpreters
and non-personal interpretation will also be effective
as talking points for programs, teaching opportunities
for parents and teachers and for individuals wanting
to know more about their surroundings. Because
these visitors are actively involved in learning about
and connecting to the features that make Waskasoo
Park special, they will also be the most receptive to
stewardship messages.

Kids

Kids will be a component of all of the audiences
described above. This audience (and their parents)
is looking for physical, tactile and meaningful ways
to have fun and get to know the world around them
in safe and respectful ways. Physical, active and
tactile interpretation will attract and impact this
audience. Activities, tools, play structures and other
opportunities that encourage them to get closer to
nature, appreciate and embrace it respectfully will be
most effective.

___________________-
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4.3 INTERPRETIVE AREAS

Maximize interpretive impact

The recognition of visitors’ varying interests, activity
levels and motivations has guided the classification
of Waskasoo Park’s many areas into those best suited
for an interpretive experience and those with less
potential for attracting a visitor’s
attention and making an impact. This
potential for interpretive impact is used
to prioritize and focus investment in
interpretation in the locations where it
will be most eftective.

The Park’s diverse areas have thus
been organized into an interpretive
hierarchy. The map illustrates those
areas designated as High Priority
Interpretive Areas, Medium Priority
Interpretive Areas, Linkage Areas and
Expansion Areas.
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It should also be noted that much of the interpretation
(and wayfinding) in the Park is done is through
conversations with the interpreters who connect

with the visitor in informal and formal settings.

These connections are particularly important in High
Priority Interpretive Areas of Kerry Wood Nature
Centre, Fort Normandeau and Gaetz Lake Sanctuary,
but are also helpful in other sections of the Park.

HIGH PRIORITY INTERPRETIVE AREAS

High Priority Interpretive Areas in Waskasoo Park

are Gaetz Lake Sanctuary, McKenzie Trails Recreation
Area, Maskepetoon, Bower Ponds, Heritage Ranch,
Rotary Park, Kin Kanyon and Lions Campground.
These locations are rich in natural and cultural
resources, attract many visitors that are Park Explorers
and Leisure Users participating in activities that are
most conducive to engaging with personal and non-
personal media.

MEDIUM PRIORITY INTERPRETIVE AREAS

These are generally areas where visitor objectives may
not be as directly related to connecting to nature as in
the High Priority Interpretive Areas. Visitor objectives
in these areas are often focused on other activities like
golf, dog-walking or picnicking. These areas include
River Bend, Golf and Recreation Area, Three Mile
Bend, the Devonian Trails and CPR Bridge.

LINKAGES AREAS

These are connector trails along the River and
between parks. The do not have high interpretive
impact but there are significant features along these
trails that should be highlighted. These trails get
significant foot and bicycle traffic. These areas include
ACR Trail, Pines Escarpment, North Bank Trail and
South Bank Trail and parts of the Devonion Trail.



EXPANSION AREAS

This map also identifies those areas designated as
future interpretive areas of the Park,. Interpretive
themes have been identified for these. Once
infrastructural plans are developed and visitor use
predictions can be made, the interpretive priority of
these areas can be better identified.

OTHER AREAS

There are other parks within Waskasoo Park that are
not highlighted on this map. These are low priority
areas for locating interpretive elements due to the
highly active nature of their facilities. These areas
include Great Western BMX Park, Great Chief
Athletic Park, Mountain Bike Park and the Oxbow
Dog Park.
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4.4 THEMATIC APPROACH

THEMES AND MESSAGES

Interpretation is a communication process. It is
about telling stories, which become the vehicle for
connecting visitors to Waskasoo Park. Effective
interpretation should provide visitors with the tools
they need to observe, understand and appreciate the
natural and cultural treasures around them.

The goal of interpretation is not to tell everything,
but to find the compelling stories, perspectives and
relevancies that inspire the visitor to explore further
and pursue further inquiry. Interpretation should
focus on features, elements and stories that are
directly accessible to the visitor.

“Any interpretation that does not somehow
relate what is being displayed or described to
something within the personality or experience
of the visitor will be sterile.”

Tilden, 11-17

THEMES

To create a cohesive experience in each park area and
to reinforce connections to the wider park context, it
is important to focus the storytelling. Themes are an
effective tool for focusing interpretation and guiding
story development, design and programming. They
are ideally a single, simple sentence that would be
the key idea that a visitor remembers after their visit.
Themes are not topics, but an idea, perspective or
message that can be used to guide the interpretive
design. All sub-themes, panels, programming and
design should work to support this over-arching
message.
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The River
Connects Us All

/' The Red Deer River system
links us to the diverse places,
people and resources that
define Red Deer.

..f‘;_ 7'._l 7

w7  People N
/7 and the River \
(Past & Present)

The Red Deer River has brought
many people to Red Deer over
the years and continues to be a

vital part of Red Deer’s /8
growing community. /7

: A Changing
' / Landscape (Geology)

| The Red Deer River has

\ been shaping, changing and
\ supporting our landscape for
millions of years.

Waskasoo Park’s
Web of Life (Ecology) \

Waskasoo Park and the Red Deer
River system sustain a fragile web )
of life that includes a diverse range / &
\ of plantand animals species, each
. adapted to its own niche. 48

Stewardship

By cultivating connections between people,
the River system and Waskasoo Park, we foster
stewardship and a sustainable future for the
Red Deer River, Waskasoo Park and Red Deer.



OVER-ARCHING THEME

The River Connects Us All

The Red Deer River system links us to the diverse
places, people and resources that define Red Deer.

The River system is the key connection between all
stories in Waskasoo Park. The Red Deer River system
has been shaping, changing and supporting our
natural and cultural landscape for millions of years.
As an overarching theme, “The River Connects Us
All” will guide which stories to tell and how to tell
them, providing focus, perspective and cohesion.
The River system includes the River itself, the River’s
tributaries and the local watershed in general.

SUB-THEMES

Sub-themes will help to guide and filter the many
stories that could be told within the over-arching
main theme. Stories should be told in such a way that
they relate to and support one of these sub-themes.
These sub-themes build from the topics outlined

in the original Interpretive Master Plan — ecology,
geology and cultural history — but are framed such
that they support the over-arching theme and can be
used to communicate stronger, more cohesive and
personally relevant messages.

People and the River (past and present)

The Red Deer River has brought many people to Red
Deer over the years and continues to be a vital part of
Red Deer’s growing community.

This sub-theme speaks to Red Deer’s section of
the Red Deer River as a traditional meeting place
for diverse people, from the earliest native tribes,
European explorers, Metis and settlers to today’s

multicultural community. As a crossroads, mode

of transportation, industrial resource, recreational
resource, natural resource and source of inspiration
and beauty, the River has been a fundamental agent in
defining who we are and what we do.

A Changing Landscape (geology)

The Red Deer River has been shaping, changing and
supporting our landscape for millions of years.

This sub-theme reflects the significant geological
features in this region, and the dynamic story of our
ever-changing landscape. We can learn more about
how the River and other natural forces have affected
our landscape by looking at familiar geological
features like valleys, channels, floodplains and gravel
deposits. Many of these features and stories connect
to human impacts on the land like gravel mining,
quarries and erosion.

Waskasoo Park’s Web of Life

Waskasoo Park and the Red Deer River system
sustain a fragile web of life that includes a diverse
range of plant and animals species, each adapted to
its own niche.

This sub-theme highlights the diverse range of
habitats that can be found in Waskasoo Park. It draws
out the Park’s unique characteristics as a crossroads
of biodiversity. This theme will help visitors discover
the plants and animals in each habitat, focusing on
the unique behaviors, adaptations and relationships
between these species and their habitats.

INTERWOVEN SUB-THEME

This theme is woven throughout all areas and all
interpretation. In some areas it may be emphasized
more than others, but it should be an element of most
if not all interpretive elements. This is the ‘so what’
factor, making stories relevant to the individual’s
everyday life.

Our River (stewardship)

By cultivating connections between people, the River
system and Waskasoo Park, we foster stewardship and
a sustainable future for the Red Deer River, Waskasoo
Park and Red Deer.

This thread highlights stories that show how we are all
stewards of this Park and River, and a part of the web
of life within this system. As humans, we significantly
impact the fragile balance of life needed to sustain
our environment. There are many ways we can help

to preserve, protect and enjoy this precious resource.
Many of the City and ParKk’s sustainable initiatives can
be highlighted within this theme.

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES 23



4.5 NON PERSONAL MEDIA

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

To effectively engage an audience in the stories of a
natural place like Waskasoo Park, the interpretive
signage needs to attract attention, but be sympathetic
to its surroundings. It needs to be clear, concise and
visually compelling. The following guidelines have
shaped our design approach to outdoor interpretation
including signage and other non-personal methods of
communication.
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STRONG CONNECTION TO LANDSCAPE AND STORY:
Content should relate directly to something the
reader can see, do or experience. It should graphically
relate to its surroundings and be sympathetic to its
environment.

The new Waskasoo Park Signage Identity Standards
that were developed in 2010 provide a clear structure
and identity for wayfinding and identification signage
throughout the Park. The Standards have a strong
textual hierarchy, consistent layout and typography
and an easily identifiable brand. These are all desirable
features for helping visitors find their way effortlessly.
However, interpretive signage needs to be appropriate
to the location. It should more closely connect visually
to the landscape and the content to which it speaks.

CLUSTER TO CREATE CRITICAL MASS: To maximize visitor
interaction with interpretation, we recommend
clustering elements to create critical mass. Visitors

are attracted to the display and are more likely to stay
and discover more. Clusters of interpretive elements
would be appropriate in the High Priority Interpretive
Areas, scaled to the appropriate size dependent on
interpretive content, traffic and location.

PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT: Engaging with
interpretation is more effective when it involves more
than just reading. Signage that incorporates tactile
elements, viewing tools and play structures are all
effective ways of physically involving a visitor in the
story. Nature playgrounds and climbable sculptures
encourage visitors, especially children, to explore,
move and interact with the environment, using all
their senses. Appropriately integrated art can also
appeal to visitors’ emotional and spiritual connections
to a landscape.

PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES: Including personal
perspectives in interpretation is vital to making stories
and messages relevant and meaningful to a visitor.
Stories should relate to the personal experiences of

a visitor, enabling them to connect to the content
through personal details and activities, common goals
and shared experiences.

USE HUMOUR, SURPRISE, ART AND WHIMSY:
Interpretation should engage a variety of approaches
to attract and connect visitors to the world around
them. Elements that help connect visitors to their
surroundings at a more visceral level can contribute to
a much deeper connection and appreciation of a place
and time.

ESTABLISH A CLEAR IDENTITY: Each site within
Waskasoo Park has a distinct identity and character.
Interpretation throughout the site should reflect

this, while at the same time reinforcing it as part

of Waskasoo Park. The entryways to each site are
particularly important in establishing this identity,
along with providing important orientation and
welcoming information. It is also important to define
and emphasize this entry experience at gateways to
the Park as a whole.



INTERPRETIVE HIERARCHY: As described in Section
4.3 Interpretive Areas, some areas of the Park
warrant more significant interpretive features than
others, based on visitor traffic, visitor motivations
and activity, and interpretive value. To match the
appropriate resources to interpretive impact, the
following three types of signage class have been
identified to support the interpretive hierarchy
and inform the budget and implementation of the
interpretation plan.

Cost Class 1(CC1)

o Basic wayside sign
o Short story(ies)
o Graphics only

Cost Class 2 (CC2)

o Significant story(ies)
o Single interpretive sign with multiple stories
o 3D element - viewing scope, tactile

o Temporary signage

Cost Class 3 (CC3)

o Significant node

o Thematic crossroads—multi-
storied with depth of content

o Variety of delivery methods—sculpture,
tactile, viewing scopes, benches, etc.

 Temporary signage

LEAD BY EXAMPLE: Much of the content in the new
interpretive plan emphasizes the importance of
sustainable living. The materials, processes and
procurement of interpretative materials should
reinforce this message.

ACCESSIBILITY: Visitors come with different

interests and abilities. The use of diverse media to
communicate stories will enable visitors of all ages,
interests and abilities to connect with the Park. Design
of elements should incorporate Universal Design
standards to ensure they are accessible to all.

The following sections outline requirements for

all non-personal interpretive elements including
signage, play structures, art, technology and other
support materials. While described separately here,
we recommend a holistic approach to the design and
development of these elements to ensure they create a
cohesive, integrated visitor experience

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES
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4.6 INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

Building from the established Waskasoo Park Signage
Identity Standards, we have developed several
example concepts for interpretive signs that would
complement the wayfinding system but be identifiable
as interpretive rather than informational signage.

As the content increases in complexity and quantity,
the interpretive signage display increases in complexity,
providing multiple layers of content and diverse
opportunities for visitors to engage with this content.

The design of each sign is directly inspired by the
content and location in which it is placed. However,

to facilitate maintenance and respect budgets, a
significant level of standardization can be incorporated
into the design and specification of these signs.

The following samples are grouped according to

the Cost Class they fall in, as described above.

Class 1 - Basic wayside sign

o Using a basic graphic framework, content
can be broken into main stories and
supportive stories or sidebars

o While the main story panel conveys content
about a nearby feature, species or event, the
sidebar can be used to relate that content
more directly or personally to the viewer

o Sidebars would be a good way to integrate
stories about sustainability and stewardship

o Vivid images, illustrations and simple tactile
elements can be incorporated to support the story
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Observation-based Content

Invites visitors to slow down and encourages
them to observe their surroundings by pointing
out features, animals, processes, etc.

Make it Personal

Relates content to something personal
or relevant. Entices visitors to try
things, explore further, sce different
perspectives, efc.



Class 2 - Expanded sign with tactile elements

Traditional graphic panel, but longer
and lower to the ground

Different materials and colours are introduced,
such as inlaid stone with carved river feature, etc.

Materials used as a tool to provide cues to content

3D elements such as view scope, tactile leaves
or even small creatures add to the overall
aesthetic and experience by pointing out

key features in the landscape or providing

an artistic representation of nature

View scope to cutback

Glacier story with
inset stone

Etched illustration

/n;i/c Aspen leaves

Gravel pit story

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES
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Class 2 - Expanded panel with artistic detail Etched illustration reveals Widden nest

o Uses same colours and aesthetic but
deconstruct them further to create a form
that is more sensitive to its environment

o An abstract tree trunk/bark is
created using etched metal

o Silhouettes of creatures (in this case a woodpecker)
could be added and paired with appropriate content

o Inside is etched the nest of the bird. This
could be used to show hidden secrets in
nature not normally visible to the viewer

o Tree bark could be etched on outside
along with printed text Bird silnouctte

Efched tree bark texture
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Class 2 - Integrated abstract/sculptural element

o Uses the existing picnic tables, covered with metal
tabletops with etched or laser cut place setting.

o Visitors stumble across it while they
enjoy the park and it becomes a hub
for conversation and interaction

o Place settings provide cues to the original
occupants of the house. Graphics and QR tags
could tell stories about who lived there

o Accompanying audio accessed via smart
phone or podcast could be a tea party with
people chatting, eating, china clinking etc.

o This dynamic, entertaining way of communicating
the historical context of the place and could be
translated into other picnic areas within the park

o Instead of tea place settings we could have mittens
and stories about people having snowball fights etc...

e

Smartphone Audio
experience
Metal
tablecloth
Etched place setting

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES
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Class 3 - Large cluster, multiple elements

Abstract representation of lumber is
sunken underfoot. These could have words/
stories carved into them. Could also be
fabricated from concrete or metal

An abstract representation of the lumber process is
created in the vignette by arranging pieces of ‘lumber’
with stories, patterns, photos etc. inset into them

We are taking cues from the surrounding
landscape and using them as inspiration for how
our interpretation is physically manifested

The outline of the mill buildings is represented
as simple silhouette forms in the graphic panel

Historical photographs provide cues to the
life and history behind the buildings

Seating
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Lumber mill silhouette

Archival images

Abstracted lumber

Integrated graphics




4.7 WELCOME AND ORIENTATION

Entry

The entry experience to the Park or park area

is important from both an interpretive and a
wayfinding/orientation perspective. Signage
should clearly communicate to visitors where they
are, what is here and what they can do. It should
also introduce them to the
interpretive experience.

Park Gateways

There are a few locations within the Park where a
significant gateway experience would be appropriate
to welcome visitors, not only to a specific area, but
to the Park as a whole. These entry points should

be large and visible and communicate parkwide
information, giving visitors, especially non-local
visitors, an idea of the extent of the Park system and
the many opportunities available to

The Nodal signs, included in

the Signage Standard would be
appropriately located to convey
both wayfinding and interpretive

them within in the Park. The entry

to Heritage Ranch from the Tourist
Office parking lot, Lions Campground
and the CPR Bridge are all significant
gateway locations. Signage for these

welcome to the site. Coordination
in the development of these

locations have been included in this
interpretive plan as they were not

signs will ensure that interpretive
content is appropriately
incorporated into these signs.

In some cases, where the site’s
namesake is not directly related
to the stories and themes in a
park, it may be appropriate to
interpret the site significance on
this sign as well. For example,
there are no other interpretive

included in the Signage Standard.

elements recommended for Great
Chief Park, but the significance

of Chief Maskepetoon, the
parK’s namesake, should be

communicated here. The
significance of the names of each
park in the Devionian Trails

and Maskepetoon Park itself,
could also be included here.

WASKASOO PARK SIGNAGE IDENTITY STANDARDS - 2010

MAINTENANCE

The easy maintenance and upkeep of outdoor

signage should be prioritized in the further design
and development of outdoor interpretation. Design
choices that favour simple and robust elements will
require the least maintenance. Larger sculptural pieces
are more durable. Standardization of components

will also help facilitate maintenance. Typical outdoor
signage has a lifecycle of about 10 years; a replacement
and update should be planned at that time. Most
fabricators will offer warrantees on their signs for
close to 10 years.

Using new media as a method of interpretation will
also be a cost effective way to maintain and update
interpretive information. As more and more people
become accustomed to accessing information this
way the maintenance of interpretive programs will
become easier. Content can be updated continually
to reflect new ideas, information and activities and
technical issues can be resolved from anywhere. This
type of interpretation also leaves a light footprint on
the landscape, aesthetically, environmentally and
operationally. Further details on using new media for
interpretation can be found in Section 4.11 Website.
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4.8 TEMPORARY SIGNAGE

The majority of Waskasoo Park’s visitors are locals
and repeat visitors. Flexible signage that can be
changed seasonally or more frequently can engage
these audiences with current, relevant information.
Temporary signage could be located at trail heads
and entry areas where they are easy to see and easy to
update. These signs can be very simple: notice boards,
white boards and bulletin boards that communicate
recent wildlife sightings, ongoing activities, changes
and things to look out for. In some areas, it would be
appropriate to incorporate them into the Nodal Entry
signs described in 4.7 The location and frequency of
this type of signage should match WEES’s capacity for
updating them.
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4.9 NATURE PLAYGROUND

Nature playgrounds are an effective and increasingly
popular way of connecting children with the natural
world. They can range considerably in complexity and
cost, focus and materials, from small garden
plots and native plant gardens to natural
climbing structures and ponds. All engage
children in individual and group learning,
exploring and gaining comfort, confidence
and respect for the natural world.




4.10 ART

Art is a powerful way to communicate. Formal
artworks for can convey higher messages such as
respect for our place in the world, while informal
artwork can connect to people at their cultural level.
While messaging is less direct, it encourages personal
interpretation and meaning-making, both activities
that encourage visitors to think, make connections
and experience their
surroundings on an
emotional level. Art in
the Park should reflect
the Park’s themes and
messages.
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4.11 WEBSITE

The survey results demonstrate that Park users are
interested in using technology to get information
about the Park, both informational and interpretive.

Information about Waskasoo Park can currently be
found on three websites:

o City of Red Deer Website
o Waskasoo Environmental Education Society

o Tourism Red Deer

We recommend creating a new website that would
bridge the information presented on both of these
sites, to offer a comprehensive information resource
on amenities available in the Park. The website

will also provide interpretive content for each Park
area, supporting the personal and non-personal
interpretation onsite. The website will be the prime
source of information about the Park beyond the walls
of Kerry Wood Nature Centre.

Purpose

The primary purpose of the website would be a
virtual visitor centre for the Park. It will have a broad
audience, including:

* Red Deer residents curious to learn
more about the Park’s offerings
o Local schools planning field trips for students

o Visitors to Red Deer for conferences
or sports tournaments
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o Tourists to Red Deer or local residents
hosting visiting family

o Red Deer residents interested in learning more
about the Park’s natural and cultural resources

o Red Deer residents interested in learning
more about living sustainably in Red Deer

The website would provide:

o An information resource on the Park
(maps, events, interpretation, etc)

o A virtual concierge to suggest itineraries
or activities for visitors

The diversity of the ParK’s offerings, activities,
resources and audiences make such a website
particularly valuable. Useful tools, such as maps, event
listings, and downloads, would be complimented by
nice-to-haves such as photo albums that showcase the
natural beauty of the Park. User generated content
would also allow visitors to engage with each other
within the community via the website.

The primary challenge of a website would be the
content. It is critical that the website be accurate, up
to date, and appear fresh and useful to the audience.
If the content is out-dated, it would quickly allow the
website to be forgotten and discarded by users. Thus,
we recommend that the content plan be outlined at
the outset, and reviewed at regular milestones, to
ensure content champions are willing and able to keep
the site fresh and relevant.

Benefits

o Showcase seasonal topics: Content could
be tied to seasonal topics that relate to each
of the themes: ecology, geology, cultural
history, and environmental stewardship

o Broaden the visitor experience: The site
could also be a way to connect activity-based’
visitors with visitors already interested and
knowledgeable about the Park’s stories.

o Community engagement: The website, with
user generated content, could help meet the Park’s
goal of changing its role teacher to facilitator of
a conversation within an engaged community

Reference

Burnaby Village Museum recently launched a new
website with a similar purpose. This website is a good
example to reference for the Waskasoo Park website,
as it is a site with a specific purpose and identity,
within the overarching umbrella of a municipality that
has its own website and identity.

o City Website http://www.burnaby.ca/page1406.aspx

o Park website www.burnabyvillagemuseum.ca

Potential Features

The website should include the following features.
While some content and features will be specifically
developed or each area (e.g. site specific interpretive
content, area maps, events, etc.) Other features will be
relevant to all areas. Design and development of the
website should be coordinated with the further design
and development of the rest of the interpretive plan

to ensure this significant interpretive tool integrates
with, and supports the personal and non-personal
interpretation located in each area of the Park .



1. Interactive Map:

The primary reason for visitors to seek the website
would be for Park wayfinding information. Whether
visitors are City residents looking for a new hiking
trail or picnicking spot, or conference attendees
looking for a good jogging route during their stay, an
interactive map would provide great value.

This interactive map would double as the information
resource and the virtual concierge. Visitors could
zoom in and out of the map to find their area of
interest. They could search activities to view filtered
views of Park amenities. They could visualize Park
trails and distances in relation to their location,
including estimated travel times to the trail heads, and
the distance and duration of the outing.

There are many excellent examples of interactive maps
within city and park websites. For example:

Surrey Cosmos map

o The Surrey Cosmos map is an advanced interactive
map. It is not recommended for Waskasoo Park
at this time, as it is more complex than required
and would necessitate a significant budget to
achieve; however it is a useful example all the
same, as it shows how an interactive map can be
utilized by many different audiences as a useful
tool, based on the various filters that are applied

o http://www.surrey.ca/city-services/665.aspx

Metrovan

o The map on the Metro Vancouver website is less
complex than the Surrey Cosmos map, but is a
good example of a simplified interactive map
with filtered views for topical layers of interest

o http://www.metrovancouver.org/Pages/default.aspx

2. Park Downloads

Downloadable resources like fact sheets, games and
maps can be incorporated into the website design.
Existing PDFs can be linked, or new information
developed to complement interpretive elements
and programs in each area. Visitors can open the
downloads and print them for their Park visit,

thus providing convenience to the end user, and

reducing printing costs for Park brochures and maps.

Downloadable maps can also include an interpretive
layer of information, to bridge the gap between
recreation visitors and visitors with a defined interest
in Park interpretation.

Examples of park downloads are plentiful. We have
listed two below due to their compelling nature.
1. Sunnyside Interpretive forest

o Interpretive brochure and trail
map as PDFs for download

o http://www.surrey.ca/files/
SunnysideBrochure-08finalproof.pdf

o http://www.surrey.ca/files/Sunnysidel.pdf

2. Burnaby Village Museum

o Illustrated PDF of Museum with
highlighted attractions

o http://www.burnabyvillagemuseum.ca/images/
Burnaby-Village-Museum-Map.pdf

3. Events & Programs

The website could provide great value to visitors by
promoting upcoming events and programs. This
feature would allow schools to coordinate field trips
for special events. It would also encourage repeat
visitors from local residents who become more aware
of park offerings, and return to the website to find out
more information about events and programs on an
ongoing basis. For example:

Victoria’s Park Programs

» The CRD website provides useful
information for general visitors, as well
as specific audiences such as teachers

» http://www.crd.bc.ca/parks/events/calendar.aspx
» http://www.crd.bc.ca/parks/
events/teachingguides.htm
Burnaby Village Museum

» The park calendar showcases programs
that are also listed elsewhere on the site:

» http://www.burnabyvillagemuseum.ca/EN/
main/visit/events/next-3-months.html
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4. Community Photo Board

A community photo board for Waskasoo Park would
be a web-based (and potentially smartphone) solution
that would allow visitors to engage with each other
and with the Park - through an online community
photo album with an interpretive focus.

Visitors could submit photos via the website to a
community board on that topic. Other visitors could
then comment and add more photos. Thus, one
photographer could submit photos of birds, while

a birder could identify them. Waskasoo Park, as

the facilitator of this conversation, would moderate
the dialog to a certain extent, helping community
members connect on topics about which they are
already passionate about.

Ways to build on this idea:

o Learn about the seasons: When users tag
photos by year or season, they could also review
photos of what a photographed area looked like
during a different season. This could also be an
opportunity to cross-promote seasonal events.

o Learn about the ecology of a location: An area that
visitors use for recreation might also be an important
location for local birds. Visitors could learn what
animals or plants to look for in certain locations, and
this knowledge may encourage respectful park use.
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o Augmented Reality: A more complex version
would allow visitors’ smartphone cameras
to feature overlays on the image to point out
information about ecology, geology, cultural history,
environmental stewardship in that exact area.

o A photo contest: A community photo board would
certainly gain more attention as user sharing
gains momentum. To help this process along,
we recommend considering a photo contest to
encourage photo sharing. For example, the Royal
Tyrrel Museum’s website promotes a contest on
their homepage: http://www.tyrrellmuseum.com/

5. Children’s Activities

The website could serve as an online destination for
local families with a virtual kid’s corner, with simple
games and activities. This offering would reinforce

the Park as a family-friendly destination. It would
encourage repeat visitors as families return to the site
to find fun activities for their children. Family friendly
programs and events could be cross promoted, within
this website section, to this targeted and engaged
audience.

The example provided showcases how a virtual kid’s
corner can be simple, yet effective.

CRD Parks

o Includes low tech activities for children such
as PDF downloads of coloring sheets

o http://www.crd.bc.ca/parks/kids.htm



6. Online Survey & Social Media

A website is an excellent way to collect visitor
feedback in a non-intrusive way. Visitors could be
encouraged to fill out an online survey to share their
thoughts on what they love about Waskasoo Park, and
share new ideas that they would like to see as well.

In addition, the survey could be augmented to include
more advanced features of social media.

« Digital guestbook

» The digital guestbook would allow visitors to leave
their name, where they are from, what they did,
and leave a short comment. Other visitors could
peruse the guestbook to get ideas for outings and
activities. The guestbook would need moderation.

o Social recommendations

» Social media has changed how people interact
with technology. People are now accustomed
to making virtual recommendations, such
as designating that they “like” something,
whether on Facebook, Twitter, or a popular
story on a news website. A full scale version
of recommendations would be similar to a
trip advisor with comments for each activity;
however, this does incur the need for more
involved moderation. A simpler approach would
be clickable voting buttons next to an attraction
- T have been here”, “I want to go here” and “I
recommend this activity”. Over time, the likes
can be displayed to show popular destinations.

7. Interpretive Content

The website will be also a providing supplemental
interpretive content for each area of the Park. It can be
an effective way to extend a visitors experience from
orientation to interpretation. This can be approached
subtly so as not to disturb users who are only seeking
information on the Park. Our recommendation
would be to have a website section that is dedicated to
interpretive content. Then, teaser boxes throughout
the site could promote this content with ‘did you
know’ facts that could playfully hook website viewers
to click through to find out more. Thus visitors who
are not intending to seek out interpretive content may
be led into becoming interested in something new;
meanwhile, visitors who wish to seek it out more
directly can also find this content from the website’s
main navigation.

Content for this interpretive area of the website could
include an overview of exhibits at the Kerry Wood
Nature Centre. In describing the exhibits, there
could be a layer of interpretation that is offered to
pique visitors’ curiosity so that they come down to
the centre to learn more. Conversely, there is also

an opportunity to extend the visitors” experience
after a visit to the Park, by providing more detailed
information and digital takeaways online. An online
learning centre for teachers would enhance field trips
to the Park. For example, the Vancouver Aquarium’s
website provides a good mix of helpful trip planning
information, as well as educational interpretive
content: http://www.vanaqua.org/learn/aquafacts/
cetaceans/belugas.

Interpretive content will be an extension of onsite
interpretation, buildings on the same themes and
key messages identified for each area. Connections
between stories, areas and topics will be easier to
link and highlight using this online method of

interpretation.

COSTS

Production costs for a website can vary considerably
dependant on the amount and type of content to

be included. To include a range of the components
described here, Design and production costs will
range from $22,000-$99,000

The operating costs of maintaining a website also vary
considerably dependant on the content of the website.
WEES’s capacity for maintaining and updating web
content will be a defining factor in developing a
website that meets the needs of both staff and visitors
(real and virtual)
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4.12 MOBILE WEBSITE

Rather than an iPhone, Blackberry, or Android app
that is device-specific, we recommend a mobile
version of the website. A mobile website is a more
cost-effective, flexible, scalable approach for phased
entry to the mobile domain. This mobile website
would feature a simplified subset of content from the
full website, repurposed for the smaller screen size of
smart phones. The simplified subset of content would
provide value to the user, while allowing Waskasoo
Park to gauge interest before further investment in
mobile development.

The survey conducted for this master plan indicated
that the majority of respondents use a smartphone, or
will use in the near future, A trial component could be
developed first for Gaetz Lake Sanctuary. This could
be a template for developing mobile interpretation for
other areas.

Content should augment the interpretive experience,
help visitors understand more about the particular
part of the park they are in and how to become more
involved.
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Content can easily be updated and is in-line with the
ParK’s sustainability goals. Virtual content has a very
light footprint on the Park.

Ideas for content to feature on the mobile website
include:

o Wayfinding content - simplified maps that
are built for the small screen resolution

o Interpretive content — interpretive web content
that is suited to a mobile experience (e.g.
listen local bird calls, identify species)

Interpretive content will be an extension of onsite
interpretation, buildings on the same themes and
key messages identified for each area. Connections
between stories, areas and topics will be easy

to link and highlight using this online method

of interpretation. This instant ability to make
connections between stories and other locations
within the Park, will encourage visitors to explore
further.



4.13 OTHER MATERIALS

Paper materials

As much as possible we would recommend to move
away from disposable printed materials as a vehicle
for interpretation. The Park’s materials, processes
and activities should reinforce the its sustainability
mandates. The Park and WEES should lead by
example in all their activities.

A centralized Waskasoo Park website should be

the main source for Park information beyond the
walls of the Kerry Wood Nature Centre. This should
be the place where visitors are directed to find out
more information about a topic, to find out what
opportunities are available to them and to make their
own contributions.

Access to the website in the Kerry Wood Nature
Centre will help to familiarize visitors with this
resource. An online version will enable them to take
interpretive information with them out into the Park.

Downloadable activity sheets, teacher resources
and maps can be developed as appropriate, as a
component of the website.

New Map

A new Park map should be developed to more clearly
illustrate the extant and nature of the park system.
The current map can be difficult to read, especially for
those unfamiliar with Red Deer.
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4.14 PERSONAL INTERPRETATION

The existing Waskasoo Park currently provides
excellent interpretive programs for both public

and schools. These programs are of high value and
should be maintained. Where the Park’s non-personal
interpretation is now out of date, the personal
programs have grown and responded to the changing
needs of the Park’s audiences and are still very
current, relevant and responsive. This component

of the master plan lays out recommendations for
augmenting the current program offerings.
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INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMMING
RECOMMENDATIONS

PROGRAMS: Stories and activities will focus

on potential new programs resulting for new
opportunities such as residents from other cultures,
new facilities, etc. Types and requirements of
programs are described in this section and site specific
programs are described in the locations that best
define them, in Section 7.0 Interpretive Inventory.
We have also added some possible programs that
provide alternate stories from those currently used
— in part to provide a diversity of stories in each area
and to provide the interpreters with a choice for
programming.

Examples:
o Sustainability - how to help your
park, your city and your home

o New Residents — blending communities
and cultures (and languages)

« Citizen Scientists — be part of real science e.g.
counts of birds / flower / amphibians, etc.

o Tour the Park - it’s a beautiful place
on foot, bike, snowshoes, etc.

o What are you doing? - Interpreter taking care
of small garden of vegetables or native plants

o Shows, skits, theatre - activities addressing
larger audiences (interpreters or other groups)

o Creativity and innovation - be inspired by
the natural environment, understand how
it can and does influences what we do

o Living History at Fort Normandeau

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMMING REQUIREMENTS

Waskasoo Park is changing as a result of new needs
both from inside and outside the park. External
changes include additional visitors, different
communities, and means of experiencing the parks.
Internal park responses to these changes will result
in new Park infrastructure that will require changes
and support from interpretive staff. New internal
components will include new signs, exhibits, themes,
more staff and support, significant changes on Fort
Normandeau and Kerry Wood Nature Centre and
expanded parkland. Following is a summary of
requirements based on the needs for interpretive
programming that will respond to these changes.
See Fig. 1 on the following page for the distribution,
requirements and description of programming
opportunities.

STAFF: Additional parkland for interpretation and
additional users will increase programming needs

in terms of staff. We expect that staffing will need to
increase by two paid staff at the minimum within the
next three to four years.

TRAVEL: Equipment, and sometimes Park users, are
currently transported by staff in their own vehicles.
For insurance and sustainability, it is desirable that
equipment and users are provided in a larger vehicle
such as a medium-size van, rather than a number of
cars following the interpreter’s vehicle.

SOCIAL MEDIA: The 2011 census confirmed that Red

Deer residents are as involved as in most communities
in Facebook, Twitter, smartphones, etc. At some point
- sooner rather than later — Park users will be looking



for opportunities to use their smartphones, iPods, and
other similar equipment to help enhance their park
visits.

SPACE: The addition of more staff may result in the
need for more space for staft and storage. More
storage space is proposed for the Kerry Wood Nature
Centre’s multipurpose room as described in Section
6.0 Kerry Wood Nature Centre. Additionally, it might
be reasonable to provide a small cabin or similar
structure in another section of the Park for an office
and a storage area.

NEW RESIDENTS: A significant number of new
residents have English as a second language. In order
to welcome and guide these users, new approaches
may be necessary. Given some cultures’ focus on
family group activities, providing gatherings with
refreshments may be an effective way of introducing
and engaging these visitors with the Park.

TRAINING: Staff will need to be trained on the use of
new exhibits, both in terms of new content, use of
mechanical and audiovisual interactives and basic
maintenance of technical components. Operational
information for exhibits will be included in the
requirements for construction contractors.

WEES could develop and offer training to
concessionaires and other Park staff to encourage
them to be Park ambassadors and informal
interpreters.

PROGRAM SUPPORT: Additional props, artifacts and
equipment will be needed to run new and expanded
programs at Kerry Wood Nature Centre and at Fort
Normandeau.

COMBINED PROGRAMS: Many of the interpretive
programs include informal live programs provided by
“travelling” interpreters touring through the parks on
foot or bike. These programs are also combinations
of several themes: “Citizen Scientists”, “Touring the
Park’; and “What are you doing?” These programs
are detailed in the table on the following pages. They
encourage visitors to ask questions and take part in
an informal conversation with interpreters which
will provide visitors with more personal contact
throughout the existing and future Park areas. Their
interest and curiosity in the interpreter’s work (e.g.

a garden) will provoke them to take similar actions,
and/or to become one of our citizen scientists.

FORT NORMANDEAU: The Fort will need additional
staff as it grows into a major attraction with easier
access, new exhibits and expanded living history
interpretation. Programming changes will follow

the new access and exhibits. Partnerships with First
Nations and other community groups should be
explored for developing and delivering programs,
events and activities.

NOTE: Many of the interpretive programs provided in
Section 7.0 Interpretive Inventory include informal
live programs provided by “travelling” interpreters
touring through the parks on foot or bike. These
programs increase user contact throughout the
existing and future Park areas. The themes and
objectives included for each Park area form the basis
for the live interpretative programming.

The following table outlines program types and
requirements.
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NEW INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS

PROGRAMS

SUB THEMES

DESCRIPTION

REQUIREMENTS

LOCATIONS

Sustainability

Stewardship

Visitors discover hands on activities, tips and
behaviours that will help the Park, city and home

- Ideally, a sustainable cabin or partial cabin with all the
best materials, etc and/or highlight sustainable features
in the KWNC. Also use examples, e.g. water saving, and
handouts.

This can be incorporated into the permanent exhibits

in the Our Sustainable Future gallery. Partnerships with
home improvements retailers should be explored. KWNC
sustainable features can be highlighted in situ and in the
gallery.

Kerry Wood Nature Centre

New Residents | People andthe | New residents feel welcome and learn more about | - Best done on weekends or evenings Any of the “family get-together/BBQ”
River what to do and how to engage with the Park. « Basic: visit one of the parks commonly used for family parks
gatherings, ask questions and suggest other areas to
enjoy; pass out maps.
« Complex: invite new communities and hold a BBQ with
stories and songs
Citizen Waskasoo Visitors participate in real science e.g. counts of « Requires some basic training on monitoring Any of the trails that support a
Science Park’s Web of birds / flower / amphibians, etc « Can be done with flora and fauna; reasonably natural fauna and flora
Life - There are many projects visitors can contribute to without
capturing or tagging species as well, such as FrogWatch,
WormWatch, IceWatch, Plantwatch through Environment
Canada.
Tour the Park | A Changing Visitors engage more deeply with the Park. - Can be done in any season. Works best if the visitor starts Any of the trails that support a
Landscape & the conversation because they are curious as to what reasonably natural fauna and flora
Our River you're doing (see citizen scientists) or significant cultural features or
- Can be simple as binoculars, check traps or simply identi- landscapes
fying birds
Figure 1
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NEW INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS

PROGRAMS

SUB THEMES

DESCRIPTION

REQUIREMENTS

LOCATIONS

What are you
doing?

Stewardship

Visitors interact with an interpreter taking care of
small garden of vegetables or native plants

- Best done near the Centre. Probably best to train two
interpreters in gardening with native plants.

A small sign could be included and other gardeners are
always examining other gardens. Note that gardens can
take a lot of time so limit the size or gather volunteers to
help.

Near Kerry Wood Nature Centre

Shows, skits,
theatre

Various

Activities addressing larger audiences (interpreters
or other groups

The large amphitheater at Bower Ponds is big enough to
attract a different audience for interpretation and local
theatre groups. The smaller amphitheaters at KWNC (new)
and the Lions campground can be used for interpreters
and small presentations. The new picnic shelter at Fort
Normandeau can also be used for both First Nations and
interpreter presentations.

Lions campground, Kerry Wood
Nature Centre outdoor amphitheatre,
Fort Normandeau, Bower Ponds

Creativity and
Innovation

Stewardship

Visitors participate in activities, both formal and
informal, that look to the natural environment for
creative inspiration

More formal activities can include art, drawing, photogra-
phy classes, sustainability workshops

Less formal activites can include photo, art competitions
through the website

Natural materials can be made availalbe for spontaneous
creations (ie rock cairns)

Tie-ins can be made to stewardship programs that dem-
onstrate biomimicry and sustainability

Based out of Kerry Wood Nature
Centre

Living History

People and the
River

Costumed interpreters, events and activities
enliven Fort with expand program offerings

Please see section 7.1 Fort Normandeau and the Fort
Normandeau Feasibility Study for a full description of
operational needs for living history and programming at
Fort Normandeau.

Fort Normandeau
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INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMMING
IMPLEMENTATION

The following should be taken into consideration

for planning for augmenting personal interpretation
offerings and accommodating changes in the exhibits

and infrastructure.

For a significant time the public portion of the
centre will be in a state of construction. This
will limit visitor activities in the centre itself.

Outdoor interpretive programs will need to provide
more programs to maintain the mission and
themes of Waskasoo Park during construction.

We suggest that at least one additional
full-time interpreter (or several part-
time interpreters) be added in 2013.

We further suggest that most or all of
the new programs be developed and at
least tested during the summer.

By the end of 2013, most of the construction

and development in the KWNC and Fort
Normandeau will be complete, and the new

park areas may be completed. At this time we
suggest that the Fort staff be increased to four
interpreters, and the KWNC receive an additional
interpreter (or part-time interpreters).

We suggest that 2014 will be the full completion of
the centre and Fort and staff will include the two
interpreters for the centre and two for the Fort.

At least one major event should be

held to showcase the changes.
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o A new passenger van (preferably alternative fuel)
should be acquired for moving people (staff and/
or visitors on a special tour) and equipment to
other areas of the park. This currently done in
private vehicles which require different insurances
and costs which increases paper work .

o Programming supplies should be replenished
and augmented for the new programs.

BUDGET FOR INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS

There are a range of budgets, but these are a
reasonable estimate.

TOTAL OPERATIONAL COSTS
PER ANNUM AFTER 2013: $170,000

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMMING BUDGETS

YEAR | ITEM LOCATION CoST
2013 Full-time staff | Kerry Wood Nature Centre $40,000

Medium Van Kerry Wood Nature Centre | $25,000 + $5000

per annum operating

2014 | Fulltime Staff | Kerry Wood Nature Centre | $40,000

2x Full-time Fort Normandeau $80,000

Staff (or

equivalent

Program Parkwide $5000

supplies




This analysis provides the basic topics and over
arching messages which form the physical, biological,
and cultural stories and experiences of Waskasoo
Park. It is a guide for interpreters from which to
develop interpretive programs and a full range of non-
personal media.

“Interpretation: any communication process
designed to reveal meanings and relationships
of cultural and natural heritage to the public,
through first-hand involvement with an object,
artifact, landscape or site.”

Interpretation Canada, 1976

All of the interpretive organizations agree that

the goal of interpretation is to reveal meanings

and relationships of cultural and natural heritage.
These goals separate interpretation from education,
although good interpreters and good educators often

INTERPRETATION EDUCATION

Structured Audience
(e.g. class, group)

Volunteer audience
(free-choice)

Goal is information, most
often guided by curricula

Goal is fun, curiosity

Diverse audiences
(individuals, adults &
children, adult groups of
diverse ages, etc.)

Homogenous audiences
(e.g. Grade 7, Adult
learning, etc.)

Duration determined by
interest

Duration pre-determined

Measured by visitor
questions, revisits and
supportive actions

Measured by testing

Size of audience
determined by scheduling

Largest audience in most
public parks and facilities

5.0 Topic and Message Analysis

use the similar techniques. The goal of a teacher is

to teach; the goal for an interpreter is to place this
information in a context that has meaning to the
participant. The goal of interpretation is not to tell the
whole story, but to find and tell the stories that will
connect visitors to your mission.

Interpretation is organized through themes and
subthemes. These identify the most important stories
to be shared with visitors. No single technique will
achieve all the messages so a variety of personal and
non-personal media are used. Education most often
is organized by groups of students of similar age that
have pre-determined subjects and learning objectives;
this is not common amongst interpretive audiences.
The mix of media helps to address the great diversity
of visitors in terms of their knowledge, interest, time
availability and preferred means of learning.

It must be noted, as always, that the overall goal of all
of the interpretation is to provide elements of “sense
of place” in a way that any visitor will connect to its
value and understand their role in its sustainability.
Ultimately, successful interpretation leads to visitors
who will feel a connection to the park in their life both
through its natural, rural and urban ecosystems as
well as its past, present and future.

5.1 ANALYSIS

The following analysis outlines the Park’s themes

and subthemes, and reiterates how they will guide
storytelling. These are followed by main messages for
each theme and finally a list of topics and sub topics
for each theme.

MESSAGES: Messages are the ideas and concepts that
visitors should take home with them. They should
speak to the unique values of the Park, but should also
be relevant to today’s visitor. They should help visitors
understand why they should care. They are much
more focused than topics.

The message lists included here are not exhaustive,
but provide a foundation for developing more focused
messages, as the content is refined through the design
process.

ToPICs: Topics are subjects that should inform the
content development for personal and non-personal
interpretation. These topics should be communicated
in ways that they support the main themes of the Park.
The connections and links between topics and themes
are some of the strongest stories for reinforcing
messages of interconnectedness and stewardship.

These lists of topics include many topics from the
original Master Plan, along with topics highlighted

by the steering committee, stakeholders and the
community. These stories are both important to
communicating the significance of the Park, and will
help achieve the Park’s goals of personally connecting
with visitors and helping them become environmental
stewards.
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5.2 OVER-ARCHING THEME

5.3 SUB-THEME A

The River Connects Us All

A Changing Landscape

The Red Deer River system links us to the diverse
places, people and resources that define Red Deer.

An over-arching theme customarily provides a simple,
direct title that captures the spirit of the place, in this
case, “The River Connects Us All”, and may be used in
media or as a welcome to the Park. It shares with the
subthemes, a statement that captures the stories to be
interpreted.

The River system is the key connection between all
stories in Waskasoo Park. The Red Deer River system
has been shaping, changing and supporting our
natural and cultural landscape for millions of years.
As an overarching theme, “The River Connects Us
All” will guide which stories to tell and how to tell
them, providing focus, perspective and cohesion.
The River system includes the River itself, the River’s
tributaries and the local watershed in general.

The test of an over-arching theme is its natural
inclusion in every sub-theme. It must always be
shared that no story is complete unless visitors
understanding that any place examined is always
connected to the other parts: land, water, plant,
animal, and activities of humans.
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(Geology and geomorphology) The Red Deer River
has been shaping, changing and supporting our
landscape for millions of years.

This sub-theme reflects the significant geological
features in this region, and the dynamic story of our
ever-changing landscape. We can learn more about
how the River and other natural forces have affected
our landscape by looking at familiar geological
features like valleys, channels, floodplains and gravel
deposits. Many of these features and stories connect
to human impacts on the land like gravel mining,
quarries and erosion.

5.3.1 MESSAGES - A CHANGING LANDSCAPE

1. From the view of the beginning, it took billions
of years to create Red Deer; most of the original
Precambrian bedrock - among the oldest rocks
in the world - lay thousands of metres below.

2. Red Deer’s oil and natural gas fields
are the results of fossilized plants and
animals during the Cretaceous period, a
“recent” 135-67 Million years ago.

3. Later, the Pleistocene created huge ice fields which
moved across the land and periodically retreated
back providing habitat for plants and animals.

4. The melting of the last ice sheet created massive
amounts of water throughout the province,
including the Glacial Lake Red Deer.

5. While many large lakes eventually drained,
water never completely left. The Red Deer River
is an example of these rivers. It continues to
excavate with fragments of eroded rock; it’s 165
metre deep excavation in the Red Deer Canyon
has been created since the last glaciation.

6. From the park, many features are visible of
the erosion created by the much large river
including the oxbows partial and complete,
and terraces which provide a record of the
river valley when it was older and higher.

7. In the Maskepetoon area, for example,
we can view from top to bottom the
record of millions years of time.

5.3.2 TOPICS - A CHANGING LANDSCAPE

Shaping the landscape

o Eras of evolution
» Precambrian
» Paleozoic
» Mesozoic
» Cenozoic
o Natural forces
» Tectonics
» Glaciation
» Erosion/deposition
» Oil and coal formation

» Climate change

¥

Hydrology (River, lake formation)
o Paskapoo formation
» Fossil formation

» Paleontology



Geology and Geomorphology today
o Study of:
» Identification of features
» Techniques and methods
o Soil
» Quality
» Make-up
o Human impacts
» Resource extraction
» Industry
» Erosion
 Hydrology
» Rivers, tributaries, streams

» Watershed management

5.4 SUBTHEMEB

Waskasoo Park’s Web of Life

Waskasoo Park and the Red Deer River system
sustain a fragile web of life that includes a diverse
range of plant and animals species, each adapted to
its own niche.

This sub-theme highlights the diverse range of

habitats that can be found in Waskasoo Park. It draws

out the Park’s unique characteristics as a crossroads

of biodiversity. This theme will help visitors discover

the plants and animals in each habitat, focusing on
the unique behaviors, adaptations and relationships
between these species and their habitats.

5.41 MESSAGES - WEB OF LIFE

1. The web of life continually changes as it
follows the rules of evolution. For example,
100 million years ago, this area might well
have been occupied by dinosaurs.

2. In the gaps of warming during the ice ages,
mammals may have been the big animals,
perhaps even mastodons and short-faced
bears while many birds may have moved to
southern North America or Siberia which did
not experience continental-scale ice sheets.

3. As the climate changes, so did vegetation; the
Red Deer area is primarily Alberta’s Parkland
with plants from northern forests and foothill
as well as southern grassland regions.

4. The Red Deer River affects vegetation in
many ways: it provides moisture; floodplain
species affect flooding or low water period;
erosion and deposition affect the landscape.

N

S

Many species of wildlife occupy this river and the
land around. Many species of fish occur in the river.

Many as species of birds occur in the area with
one of the best locations for birdwatching in
the Gaetz Lakes and forest area in the park.

Many large mammals make their homes
in the park and river valley such as white-
tailed and mule deer, muskrat, mink, etc.

Many small species occur in the park but are
rarely seen. Nonetheless they are extremely
important in the biodiversity of the area.
Amphibians, reptiles, small mammals, and many
arthropods such as the numerous insects are the
base for animals. Many of them are important
prey for birds and bats. Some we find beautiful
such as the butterflies and dragonflies.

As mentioned, the Gaetz Lakes Sanctuary

is one of the best places to see wildlife and
wild plants in a natural setting. Guide books
and other aids for use in learning about
wildlife are available in the nature centre.

5.4.2 TOPICS - WEB OF LIFE

Ecological changes and their effects

Many of these should tie into Stewardship messages
as well.

 Hydrology

» River processes

» Human impacts
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o Succession

Biodiversity

» Forest  Habitats
» Wetlands » Identification
o Climate » Plant communities
» Adaptations » Flora
» Migration » Fauna
» Micro-climates » Characteristics
» Climate change » Threats
o Habitat changes o Flora and Fauna
» Fragmentation » Adaptations
» Wildlife corridors » Behaviour
» Natural changes » Movement and migration
» Man-made changes » Physiology
» Relationships/interconnectedness
» Endangered
» Identification
» Threats

48

o Conservation

»

™

»

»

»

Projects and initiatives
Ways to help/get involved
Observation and monitoring

Importance of biodiversity

o Paleontology (should link in with
geology Paskapoo stories)

»

»
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Fossils

Flora and fauna of the Paleocene

5.5 SUBTHEMEC

People and the River

(Past and present) The Red Deer River has brought
many people to Red Deer over the years and continues
to be a vital part of Red Deer’s growing community.

This sub-theme speaks to Red Deer’s section of

the Red Deer River as a traditional meeting place

for diverse people, from the earliest native tribes,
European explorers, Metis and settlers to today’s
multicultural community. As a crossroads, mode

of transportation, industrial resource, recreational
resource, natural resource and source of inspiration
and beauty, the River has been a fundamental agent in
defining who we are and what we do.

*NOTE: The topics and messages about First Nations
are suggestions only. These topics and messages
should be developed in coordination with First
Nations and Metis stakeholders.

5.5.1 MESSAGES - PEOPLE AND THE RIVER

o *There was conflict between different First Nations
in the area. The Red Deer River acted as an informal
boundary between native groups, eventually
becoming a formal boundary in Treaty #7.

o Explorers established more contact with the
native bands when furs became valuable. A small
trading post at the original Paskapoo bedrock ford
marked the development of the Red Deer area.

o The crossing became a stopover for travellers
travelling to and from Calgary and Edmonton. This
was later followed by stage coach and railway which
provided communications and commercial links.

o In 1885 events related to the Riel Rebellion led



to concern for the community. The Northwest
Mounted Police built and maintained Fort
Normandeau to protect the Crossing.

In 1889, Reverend Leonard Gaetz gave a half-
share of 1,240 acres to develop a bridge over the
river and a townsite for the new community of
Red Deer. With increased rail transportation, Red
Deer grew quickly. The local economy provided
most needs: farming, lumber, sandstone and clay..

Red Deer is now Alberta’s third-most-populous
city. Located in in aspen parkland and surrounded
by rolling hills, it is a centre for oil and agriculture
distribution, and the surrounding region is a major
centre for petrochemical production. As of the 2011
municipal census, the population is now 91,877.

Red Deer continues to grow in size with people
from many different countries coming for work.

New park land is being added to Waskasoo Park to
let Red Deer residents and visitors continue to enjoy
one of the largest and most diverse parks in Canada.

5.5.2 TOPICS - PEOPLE AND THE RIVER

Past

o DPrehistory
» *Archaeology
» *Pre-historic people and lifestyles
o Pre-contact period
» *Indigenous lifestyles
» *Inter-tribal relationships
» Contact
» *Tribal involvement in fur trade
» *Treaties
» *Changing political and social structures
» *Changing Indigenous lifestyles
» *Industrial schools
o Today
» *Truth and reconciliation
» *Living cultures
o First pioneers
» Explorers
» Fur Trade companies
» Settlers
o Red Deer Crossing

» Settlement

N~

» Calgary Edmonton Trail
» Fort Normandeau

» *Cultural integration of Europeans,
Metis, Indigenous

o Red Deer
» Rail history

» City pioneers
» Urban and community development

» Industry
Present

Many of these will also be included under
stewardship.
o Urban planning

» Park planning

» Urban/nature interface

» Environmental planning and protection

» Watershed management
o Changing use of River

» Industry

» Resource

» Recreation

» Conservation

» Restoration/rehabilitation
o Changing land use

» Industry

» Agriculture

» Residential

» Transportation

» Recreation

» Conservation
o Community

» Changing demographics

N

» Changing lifestyles

I~

» Changing relationship to river and Park

» Community initiatives and events
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5.6 INTERWOVEN SUB-THEME

Our River

(Stewardship) By cultivating connections between
people, the River system and Waskasoo Park, we
foster stewardship and a sustainable future for the
Red Deer River, Waskasoo Park and Red Deer.

This theme is woven throughout all areas and all
interpretation. In some areas it may be emphasized
more than others, but it should be an element of most
if not all interpretive elements. This is the ‘so what’
factor, making stories relevant to the individual’s
everyday life.

This thread highlights stories that show how we are all
stewards of this Park and River, and a part of the web
of life within this system. As humans, we significantly
impact the fragile balance of life needed to sustain
our environment. There are many ways we can help

to preserve, protect and enjoy this precious resource.
Many of the City and ParK’s sustainable initiatives can
be highlighted within this theme.
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5.6.1
1.

MESSAGES - OUR RIVER

Stay on the trails and roads - save the
vegetation and prevent erosion

Do not approach wildlife - this causes stress and
may separate babies from their mothers. Binoculars
are the best way for close-up wildlife viewing.

Do not approach young animals; often the
mother is hiding waiting for you to leave. If
the animal is injured or seen alone on several
days, contact the interpreters at the Kerry
Wood Nature Centre or call the Medicine
River Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre.

Bring your children to the park in any season.

Much of the park adjoins rural and urban areas
and is affected by these areas. Your actions can
help the park, the rural and urban areas, and your
quality of life. Some opportunities to help include:

a. Visit the Kerry Wood Nature Centre to
find all of the opportunities available in
the park and in the nature centre..

b. Visit Fort Normandeau to see how
life was over 125 years ago.

c. Become a volunteer for the park
(there are many different roles).

d. Reduce use of pesticides in your lawn and garden.

e. Consider using native plants in your
garden; feed the birds in winter.
f- Reduce water use.

& Reduce vehicle use; many walking trails and
designated trails for bicycles are welcome in the
park. There are also bike lanes for commuters.

h. When possible, use food from area
producers and/or grown your own.

5.6.2 TOPICS - OURRIVER

Park and City leading by example

o Land use
» Restoration and rehabilitation of industrial sites
» Preservation of fragile habitats
» Urban planning, park planning
o Sustainability
» Sustainably designed buildings and features
» Sustainable practices
o Education
» Projects and programs

» Conservation
Personal action

o Sustainable living
» Behaviours
» Practices
» Technology
» Education

o Living with nature

N~

» Responsible park use

I~

» Interacting with animals
» Observation
» Human impact and implications
» Individuals make a difference
o Stewardship
» Individual responsibility
» Ownership

» Involvement
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6.0 Kerry Wood Nature Centre

6.1 DESCRIPTION

Kerry Wood Nature Centre is the interpretive hub of
Waskasoo Park. WEES operates school and public
programs out of the Centre.. The Centre houses
permanent exhibits, an art gallery space, theatre/
meeting room, discovery room, resources library,
gift store and snack bar (run by the Friends of Kerry
Wood Nature Centre), the Red Deer River Naturalist
headquarters and staft offices.

The Centre is well used by the community and offers
a wide variety of programs and events. The current

exhibits, though well loved by the community as a way

to introduce out-of-town visitors to the Park, are out
of date and many are in disrepair. The film is also out
of date and not regularly shown. Programming space
and storage is also limited. The gallery space is valued
by the art community as a display venue and to attract
repeat local adult visitors.

The Centre now includes several sustainable building
features like solar panels, waterless urinals, high
efficiency furnaces, gas-to-heat converters and roof
made from reprocessed old tires. In keeping with

the City and WEES’s focus on sustainability and
environmental stewardship, updated interpretation in
the Centre should reinforce its role as a community
resource for learning about and connecting to the
Park and gaining the tools, inspiration and motivation
to actively participate in environmental stewardship.
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6.2 OBJECTIVES

The following goals for the Kerry Wood Nature
Centre have guided the development of conceptual
plans for new interpretive opportunities. The Kerry
Wood Nature Centre would like to:

o Be a community hub

o Instill an appreciation of the interconnectedness of life

o Inspire and motivate people to participate and
take action in conservation and stewardship

o Inspire repeat visitation

o Provide mechanisms for experts and hobbyists
to share their knowledge with others

o Instill an understanding of human impact on our
ecosystems - and why individual actions matter

o Be a source of nature-based information
and equipment for the community

o Communicate the history of the River, valley
and the history of its conservation

o Help visitors learn to identify ecosystems
o Provide an overview of whole park and region

o Tell stories that are harder to access out
in the Park - e.g. paleontology, little
creatures and fragile environments

o Connect visitors to the ‘real thing’ as much as possible

6.3 APPROACH

The Nature Centre is the most significant interpretive
resource in the park, and thus warrants significant
investment in its interpretive spaces. To update the
space, achieve the goals outlined above, and respect
the budget and timeline, our approach focuses on
these main areas of the Centre:

o New permanent exhibits (including a new film)
o Update theatre

o Update lobby

« Update Discovery Room

 Outdoors

Plan for future expansion

In the long term, the programs run out of the KWNC
will need more space. A new, designated classroom,
storage and meeting space will be needed. This extra
space will allow for a designated preschool area and
adequate storage. It will further minimize the need

to set up and take down furniture and equipment.
Expansion on the north side of the building or

the addition of a partial second floor are possible
locations for these additional spaces.



6.4 PERMANENT EXHIBITS

Permanent exhibits build on the Park’s main theme:
The River Connects Us All. The exhibits use a variety
of perspectives to tell Waskasoo Park’s many stories
and illustrate just how many people, ecosystems,
landscapes, industries and activities impact, and are
impacted by the River.

The space is divided into three main galleries that
explore the River system through the past, present
and future. While the exhibits in the Shaping the
Landscape and Our Shared River galleries are
relatively permanent, the Our Sustainable Future
gallery has a flexible framework for changing exhibit
content, themes, displays, etc.

A new film is incorporated into the first gallery

as an introduction to the Waskasoo Park through

its physical evolution, replacing the current film.
Interpreters will also be available in the galleries for
both formal and informal personal interpretation.
Space for art displays will be retained. A summary of
each gallery follows.

/7 \
I \

// Outdoor \\
| Gallery \

\ /
N_7 N /
~N ~

Permanent
Exhibit

Sustainable
Future

Our Shared River
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SHAPING THE LANDSCAPE (PAST)

Interpretive objective: Introduce visitors to the River
system and Waskasoo Park through its evolution over
time

A mini-theatre presenting the evolutionary history
of the area anchors this gallery. Large-scale stories

of the natural systems that have shaped the region
can be communicated effectively in a dynamic film
experience. Supportive exhibits surround the theatre
showcasing different perspectives on how the region’s
past: geology, paleontology, hydrology, climate, etc.
Interactive activities enable visitors to physically
engage with these perspectives, helping them to
understand how we study our environment to learn
more about these natural forces.

COMPONENTS:

o Mini-theatre

o Film
o Interactive vignettes

o Graphics, objects, artefacts, models,
tools, interactives, multimedia
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OUR SHARED RIVER (PRESENT)

Interpretive objective: Connect visitors to the many
people, plants and animals that depend upon the
River system today

Interactive vignettes tell the River system’s many
stories though the various perspectives of its

many users, of all species. Interactive components,
supported by layered media, enable visitors to more
directly relate to the different activities, behaviours,
and methods that we all use to interact with the

River. Different perspectives include the wildlife

that depends up on the river system: plants, animals,
insects and microorganisms. Other perspectives focus
on human recreational uses of the River and resource-
based uses of the river: industry, transportation and
water management. Finally some of these vignettes
look at the some of the issues scientists study in

the ParK’s ecosystems: biodiversity, fragile habitats,
invasive species.

COMPONENTS:

o Interactive vignettes

o Graphics, objects, artefacts, models,
tools, interactives, multimedia

o Aquarium with local species
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OUR SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Interpretive objective: Inspire and motivate
environmental stewardship through a flexible
framework for changing exhibits

This gallery engages visitors in the importance of
preserving the River system and its resources and
provides tools, inspiration and motivation for what
individuals can do to help. A modular system of
exhibits can be easily updated to reflect current
issues, initiatives and programs. The gallery should
incorporate space for demonstrations, and platforms
for discussion, sharing personal experiences and
commitments. It will highlight the features and
activities of the Kerry Wood Nature Centre, WEES
and the City as examples of sustainable living.
Exhibit topics can tie in directly to the City’s recent
Environmental Plan which guides the City’s future
endeavors in the categories of water, transportation,
ecology, built environment, energy, air and waste.

COMPONENTS:

o Modular interactive exhibits

o Graphics, objects, artefacts, models,
tools, interactives, multimedia

o Demonstration/programming space
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6.5 LOBBY

Objective: Create a space that is warm, welcoming
and invites visitors to come often, stay for a while and
find out something new

An updated lobby creates a more lively, dynamic
and comfortable space. It welcomes visitors and
encourages them to linger and learn, supporting the
Centre’s goal of becoming a community hub and
resource centre, A cozy space in this lounge will be
a big draw in the wintertime, while an expanded hot
beverage and snack service encourage visitors to
linger in the centre after their walks in the Sanctuary.
The lobby is configured such that it can also be used
for intimate lectures and discussions. The Centre’s
library collection is located in this area allowing
visitors to research and reference information.
Viewing scopes and an interactive flipbook by the
window help visitors spot and identify birds outside.
Temporary art displays are integrated into this space
as well.

An updated topographic map orients visitors to
Waskasoo Park and its various features, components
and locations. Docents and the public use a nearby
touchscreen to explore the Park in more depth.

COMPONENTS

o Lounge with fire-place/stove and basic food service
o Resource library

o Topographical map
o Touchscreens

o Artdisplays

1

S ]
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6.6 DISCOVERY ROOM &
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

Objective: Update both spaces so that they are more
practical and useful for WEES programming staff

The space originally used as a theatre for the Centre’s
film is now rarely used for that purpose. The room is
currently used as a programing and meeting space.
Many of the objects, tools and equipment used in the
programming is stored elsewhere, making it difficult
to set this space up for a variety of programs. With a
new mini-theatre located in the permanent gallery
space, this room can be more permanently configured
to suit the needs of programs and meetings. Built-in
cupboards, storage bins, carts, sinks (if necessary)
can be installed to alleviate storage problems and
programming setup.

The space will be flexible and can still be used
by community groups for meetings and film
showings.

Modifications
will also be made
to the Discovery
Room to improve
quality of
programming in
this space as well.

COMPONENTS

o Built-in storage
o Sinks (if necessary)
o Opening door to outside from Discovery Room

o Furniture as needed

In the long term a designated class room and meeting
room should also be added..
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6.7 OUTDOOR GALLERY

Interpretive objective: Connect visitors to
Waskasoo Park’s commitment to stewardship.

The outdoor gallery is a space where visitors can
explore the Park’s long legacy of environmental
stewardship and engage in hands-on activities and
programs that will inspire a new generation of
stewards and environmental champions.

A year-round nature playground encourages

kids to be comfortable and confident playing in
nature. It introduces them to the natural processes,
natural features and creatures, whose futures are so

important to our own future

Outdoor trails and signage tell the story of the
area’s early conservationists and the legacies they
have left (J] Gaetz, Kerry Wood, Dr. George,

etc.). Artistic and sculptural elements identify
sustainable features and natural processes in

and around the building. These are tied into
interpretive programs or self guided tours. Trail
pullouts and benches and a small amphitheatre will

allow interpreters to take groups aside
for demonstrations and talks.

COMPONENTS

Nature playground

Storage for nature playground
tools and equipment

Interpretive elements

Art/sculptures referencing
sustainable building features

Trail pullouts, benches
Small outdoor amphitheater
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6.8 TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITS

Visitors come to the Centre to learn more about the
geology and ecology of the Park and as a starting
point for exploring the Park. Outlined below are some
possible ways to use technology to more effectively tell
some of Waskasoo ParK’s stories.

Visual Timeline of the River that Connects Us All

This option is the most interactive and has the potential
to tell a wide variety of stories about the Park, its
history and layout. It can also be useful tool for
interpreters.

The River is central to the story of local geology and
ecology. We propose that a touch screen could tell the
story of the ‘River that Connects Us All’ through an
interactive timeline. Through animated visuals on the
touch screen, visitors could view the dynamic story in
anew way. They could speed up the timeline, or slow
it down to focus on one particular era of interest. It

is easy to imagine how a timeline tool could be fun,
engaging, and educational for visitors.

The timeline can be as simple or as complex as the
story that it tells. For example, on the homepage of
the Tyrrel Museum, there is a very simple yet effective
timeline that highlights fun points of interest for
visitors. Another example is the Gulf of Georgia
Cannery National Historic Site. The simple timeline
shows visually how the cannery buildings have
evolved over the past century.
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Wildlife Flipbook

This option will be a useful resource for visitors and
interpreters interested in identifying plants, animals
and insects.

Technology could enhance the learning experience
with a touch-screen flipbook where visitors could
explore local wildlife and plants. Using the touch
screen, visitors could flip through the virtual book

to learn more about the park’s plants, animals and
insects. Audio could be incorporated as well. It would
also allow the Nature Centre to feature seasonal
content about the local environment.

Photo Kiosk

This option can help build awareness through social
media networks.

ePostcard terminals could add an unexpected layer
to the interpretive storytelling. Visitors could create
and share digital photo postcards from the terminals.
This would leverage social media to build awareness
of the Nature Centre as destination. When creating
their ePostcard, visitors could create a personal
pledge to environmental stewardship. This personal
commitment could be shared within a subset of the
website’s digital guestbook that serves as a ‘pledge
board’ to showcase the community’s commitment to
the cause.

MAINTENANCE & CONSIDERATIONS

Software Platforms

We recommend selecting a software developer that
uses industry standard technologies for development.
This means that all software can be maintained

by other technology companies and client IT
departments with suitable skill sets. For example:

o Graphics: Photoshop, Illustrator, CS5

o Software: Flash, ASPNET, C#, VB, XML,
HTML5, CSS, JavaScript, PHP

o Server Technology: Windows Web Server
(IIS), SQL Database Server, Linux

This would ensure that Waskasoo Park has the
flexibility to change software developers as needed.

Content & Updatability

We prefer to plan websites and touch screen software
with Content Management Systems (CMS) to allow
non-technical staff to update content within a
structured framework. Although the CMS generally
adds cost up front, it saves cost and provides
convenience and flexibility for the client going
forward.

In addition to a CMS, we recommend a content

plan be prepared for any software that will be built.
This content plan would allocate responsibility for
updating of content to key personnel. It would also
identify the key communications goals for the website,
and thus the recommended frequency of content
updating, tone of content, and the focus of content
that is shared.



Durability

As any exhibit would be a permanent installation

in a smaller city without a large IT sector, we
recommend planning the technology with easy future
replacements in mind, by working with industry
standard manufacturers.

We also recommend coordinating remote internet
access to the exhibits to be able to perform basic
troubleshooting and maintenance efficiently and
effectively. With internet access, the technology
company could remotely log in from their office to the
exhibit systems. This provides convenience to both
sides, and peace of mind for staff at the Nature Centre
that any issues can be dealt with in a timely matter.
For example, for a recent Video Wall and Touch
Screen project that we installed in December at the
MacDonald Island Park in Fort MacMurray, Alberta,
we have been able to coordinate software updates and
usability tweaks without a post-install site visit.
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7.0 Interpretive Inventory

Waskasoo Park is a park of parks. Each of its parks

is unique in its stories, features and activities. The
interpretive objectives, methods and implications
are also unique for each of the ParK’s different areas.
This section includes a description of each area and
its visitors, along with recommended interpretive
objectives, content, personal and non-personal
interpretive elements and implications for each

area. These can be used as mini-workplans for the
implementation of the interpretive plan. Topics

refer to the four major topics outlined in the project
Terms of Reference and reflected in the Park themes:
Ecology, Geology, History and Stewardship. Park
description are written in the present tense to convey
the experience a visitor will have once the new
interpretive plan has been implemented. Full lists of
interpretive content are included in the matrices.

Specific programming recommendations are
described in each written narrative, as the program
relates to the location. Broader program types

(as described in Section 4.14) are included in the
matrices.

A full budget and schedule can be found in Section
9.0 Implementation Strategy.
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7.1 FORT NORMANDEAU

Fort Normandeau is the Waskasoo Park’ historical
interpretive anchor and has been identified as a high
priority for redevelopment. The Fort, its interpretive
staff and significance of the site to First Nations,

are Fort Normandeau’s greatest assets. It is the key
location in Waskasoo Park for telling stories about the
City’s three founding cultures: Indigenous, Metis and
European.

Fort Normandeau is located west of the QEII on

the Red Deer River. It is not connected to the
Waskasoo Park trail system and its access route is
quite circuitous. The Fort and adjacent interpretive
centre interpret the story of the Red Deer Crossing
and the different inhabitants of the small settlement:
the NWMP, the 65th Mount Royal Rifles and early
settlers, along with the events and interactions that led
to the development of Red Deer as we know it today.

The interpretive centre features a short film,
permanent exhibits, a small snack bar and gift shop
and a small programming space. The Fort itself is used
for live programming, demonstrations and events

that celebrate the City’s three founding cultures..

The grounds are popular for picnicking and the boat
launch is heavily used by river tubers in the summer.

The site is significant among First Nations. A sweat
lodge is located on the site and the site of a residential
school is located across the River. The site is of
significant value and often visited by many local First
Nations. A good relationship has been established
between WEES staff and local First Nations.

Connection to the rest of Waskasoo Park will be
important to the future success of this site.

Visitors: Fort Normandeau is a well-loved site, but
has seen its visitation numbers dwindle in recent
years. Its relative isolation, obscure access and
outdated exhibits make it difficult to draw significant
crowds. It is closed during the winter as there are
currently not enough visitors to justify its operation.
School groups are a significant audience in the late
spring and potentially later in the fall.

The online survey conducted for this project indicated
that many respondents had forgotten about the Fort
or were unaware of the its programs and activities.

Please see the Fort Normandeau Feasibility Study for
more a more detailed analysis of the Fort’s current and
potential visitation.
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Objectives

The redevelopment plan builds on these assets to
create an expanded living history program with

the infrastructure to support an immersive visitor
experience. This new vision for the Fort will make

it a unique experience that complements the other
cultural institutions in town and brings this important
part of Alberta’s history to life. The redeveloped

Fort Normandeau will be a significant living history
destination that draws repeated visits from locals,
especially school groups, and attracts drive-by tourists
from the nearby QEII and day-trippers from Calgary
and Edmonton.

The Fort will provide an immersive experience that
connects visitors to the everyday lives of the Fort’s
historic inhabitants. The Fort’s history will become
more personal and relevant to visitors, through
directly connecting them to the everyday challenges,
activities and concerns of the real people who lived,
worked and played here - First Nations, Metis and
Europeans. Hands-on activities, live interpreters and
authentic details will enable visitors to relate historic
fort life and understand how events of the day affected
people living in and around the Fort.

The main method for increasing Fort Normandeau’s
visitation and interpretive impact is through

the expansion of its operational capacity for live
programming and living history. However, there are
several infrastructural components that are needed to
support this vision for the site

To build this capacity two separate sets of objectives
have been identified:
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SHORT-TERM OBJECTIVE Expand programming
capacity and draw enough visitors to extend the
operating season into shoulder-seasons and offer oft-
season opportunities for special events, school groups
and private bookings on weekends. Specific goals
include:

o Increase number of schools that come to the
Fort every year. (Many Red Deer schools take
trips to Fort Edmonton for a similar experience.
Fort Normandeau, as the local and more cost
effective Fort should draw these school groups)

« Provide on-going activities, events and programs
that bring local visitors back throughout the year

« Build strong relationships with local First
Nations groups, both in the development of
interpretation on site and in holding, hosting
and delivering programs and events

Programming Space
/ Classrooms
] .

LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE  Attract visitation numbers that
justify year-round operation. Specific goals include:

« Draw school groups and day-trippers
from Calgary and Edmonton

o Draw targeted grades from all local schools
come to Fort Normandeau every year for
curriculum-based programming and events

+ Become an active community hub for topical
historical and cultural events throughout the year

« Continue to strengthen partnerships
with First Nations

o Further develop the relationship with re-enactment

groups, and/or develop in-house community
re-enactment or living history groups



Short Term Approach (next 3-4 years)

In the short term, several investments can be made
to improve the visitor experience, increase visitation,
build operational capacity and create a strong
foundation for future expansion. The physical site
improvements and operational needs are described
below.

Improve identity and arrival

The site cannot currently be seen from the QEII,
though it is in close proximity. Fort signage should

be visible from the highway to attract drive-by trafhic.

The site also lacks presence and identity upon arrival
to the site. The arrival sequence should welcome
visitors and clearly communicate site identity. This
arrival should be the beginning of the visitor’s
experience of the site. An authentically themed
gateway/entry sequence and visual cues to the Fort’s
stories and themes will prepare visitors for their Fort
experience.
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New film and theatre space

Films are an effective way to transport visitors to
another place or time and prime them for their
physical experience of the Fort. The current film and
projection equipment are outdated and not used
anymore. A new, dynamic film in the interpretive
centre will introduce visitors to the time and place
in which they will shortly be immersed - Fort
Normandeau in the 1880’ and 90s. The film will
present the historical context of life at the Fort. A
renovated theatre will also improve this experience

Permanent exhibits

The current exhibits were developed in the 80s and
are in need of updating. While live programming
and the Fort experience will be the most effective
tools for engaging visitors in the Fort’s stories, the
permanent exhibits should support this experience.
The new permanent exhibits will introduce visitors
to the historical context of the people, activities

and events they will shortly experience when they
enter the Fort. The exhibits will employ a variety of
media and interpretive techniques to engage diverse
audiences, with diverse learning styles, interests,
abilities and backgrounds. The new permanent exhibit
space will have a smaller footprint than the current
space, allowing for expanded space in which to run
programs. .
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Fort

The Fort is the anchor for the whole living history
experience at Fort Normandeau. In order to effectively
immerse visitors in the past, the details of the Fort
must be authentic. Props and artifacts, (usable and
touchable, as much as possible) will need to be
identified to include in the experience to connect
visitors to the daily activities of Fort’s different
inhabitants.

Expanded programming space

Large and flexible programming space is needed.
There is currently very little programming space
included in the interpretive centre. To support the
Fort’s vision of expanded program offerings, adequate
space will be provided for these activities. Flexible
indoor space will be important as the site begins

to open during the spring and fall and for special
events and programs during the winter. The facilities
will be able to accommodate two school groups
concurrently. The multipurpose shelter will help with
accommodating programming needs in the summer.

Interpretive Centre entry and amenities

The current entry to the interpretive centre is not
clearly indicated or inviting. An entry should welcome
visitors to the centre, communicate what the centre is
and encourage visitors to enter. Visual cues will help
visitors anticipate what’s to come.

Expanded and appropriately themed amenities
including a café and gift store will help make the Fort
a destination, especially when the Waskasoo Park trail
system connects to the Fort. These amenities will also
entice visitors to stay longer and help with revenue
generation. Winterization of the centre will also
enable it to be open for a longer season.

Outdoor interpretation

Updated outdoor interpretive elements will
communicate the Fort’s stories to self-guided visitors.
Interpretive elements that speak to the significance of
the industrial school site and First Nations cemetery
across the River will be included here as well. Trails in
the woods surrounding the Fort will be more formally
developed and marked with interpretive elements
that enable local First Nations to tell stories about
traditional plant use.

New Media

The Waskasoo Park Interpretive Master Plan also
outlines a plan for developing a specific Waskasoo
Park website. Interpretive web content and a mobile
version of a new website will enable visitors to access
site information and interpretive content at home and
through their own personal smartphone devices on
site. The Fort Normandeau content for the website will
be developed as a component of the new Waskasoo
Park website, in coordination with the interpretive
planning and design of Fort Normandeau itself.
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First Nations

This site has significant value to many First Nations in
the area. Consultation with First Nations groups for
the Waskasoo Park Interpretive Master Plan included
discussions about the construction of a picnic shelter/
ceremonial space that could be used for a variety of
First Nations activities and for WEES programming
and public use. The shelter would be located on the
flats next to the River. It will need to be a flexible space
to be used for a variety of functions including dance,
cooking, a fire pit and feasts. Close consultation with
First Nations and Métis groups will help to guide the
size and form the shelter will take. This space may also
be able to be used as a covered stage area for concerts
and performances.

Staffing

There are currently two or three interpretive staff at
Fort Normandeau during the summer, one at the
information desk and one or two in costume in the
Fort. As the Fort starts expanding its living history
program, at least two more costumed interpretive staff
will be needed to run programs and demonstrations,
and keep the Fort feeling inhabited in the short term.
Additional staff will also enable them to conduct
more off-site historical programs, like the talks and
demonstrations done at the Lions Campground and
in schools. The growing relationship between WEES
and local First Nations will lay the ground work

for the involvement of First Nations in delivering
programs and activities themselves, either as paid
staff, on contract or as volunteers.
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Programs

New targeted program offerings will be developed

to attract school groups throughout the year and to
coincide with special events. Programs will also be
taken off site. The Fort’s current courses and living
history activities (soap making, blacksmithing, rope-
making, etc.) will be continued and expanded.

Local First Nations and Metis groups are very
interested in becoming more involved with the Fort
and its activities. Partnerships with First Nations
and Metis will be strengthened and the potential for
First Nations storytelling and programming will be
explored and developed.

Events

Events are very important for historic sites and at least
a few will take place over the summer and throughout
the year, otherwise visitors may conclude that one
visit is enough. The Fort will build on the events they
already offer, and work with partners to create others.

Partnerships

To augment the living history capacity of WEES
and the City, partnerships with relevant community
groups, especially First Nations and re-enactment
groups, will expand their ability to deliver a wide
range of programs and strengthen community
connections.

Keeping the Fort alive

The Fort needs to be ‘alive’ for it to convincingly
immerse visitors in the past. People and activities will
be vital to creating an animated, alive atmosphere.

It is important that the site be seen as functioning
rather than empty structures. This will be provided in
a number of ways, some of which the Fort is already
engaged in, for example: animals, “on-going” projects
(fence, feeding trough, canoes, etc.) and a garden.




FORT NORMANDEAU

ZONE ZONE KEY STORIES PARK FEATURE | NON-PERSONAL BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL SER-
THEME TOPICS MEDIA INFRASTRUCTURE VICE
Interpretive Red Deer’s Red Deer River Crossing History « Permanent Exhibits $600.000 (incl. « Exhibit Area 2 more interpretive
Centre Roots First Nations, Metis, Europeans « Film infrastructure « Theatre staf
founding community costs) - Programming Space Classes,
Significance of Fort, life at the - Expanded entry/conces- | Workshops,
Fort sion programs
Outside People and First Nations, Metis traditions History, Trails - Signage $130,000 (incl. « Ceremonial Shelter Programs, tours,
the land (eg. plant use) Ecology - Sculptural silhouettes | FN shelter) . Seating demonstrations,
First Nations, Métis History - - Entry « Trails and pullouts living hls_tory,
industrial school, cemetery - View scopes across - Benches ceremonies,
First Nations living traditions River gelsbr?tlons,
(ceremonies) estivals
Fort Living History | Life at the Fort - different eras History Fort « Authentic props and « Other period buildings Programs, tours,
artifacts and amenities (long- demonstrations,
term living history,
ceremonies,
Storage space celebrations,
festivals
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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LONG TERM APPROACH

The short-term plan outlined above will set the
groundwork for long-term expansion of the site’s
operations. Once the site is connected to the City, via
the Waskasoo Park trail system significant investment
in the site will be worthwhile.

In addition to an expansion of the living history
programming and personnel, the site’s infrastructure
should be expanded to create critical mass. This
critical mass will be necessary for the Fort to become
a significant draw. The addition of authentically
replicated buildings (e.g. McClellan’s stopping

house, stables, out buildings, settler’s house, trading
post, etc.), larger and themed food services and
livestock will create the atmosphere and details
needed to deliver a truly immersive experience. The
incorporation of First Nations and re-enactor group
programming, structures and participation will enable
the site to tell its unique story. Accuracy of the Fort’s
palisade shape and size could also be addressed at this
stage.

Year round operation will create opportunities

for new school programs, public workshops and
programs, seasonal events and rentals. Many of these
programming opportunities can be developed as
revenue generators.
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7.2 GAETZ LAKE SANCTUARY

Gaetz Lake Sanctuary is set aside as a refuge for native
plants, animals and birds. It has the highest level

of environmental preservation, and has restricted
recreational use in order to protect the species and
their habitats.

Visitors: The Sanctuary is well used by walkers, bird
watchers, school and public programs. It is highly
valued by users for its serenity and rich biodiversity.
Because it is a designated nature sanctuary, most
visitors come expressly to see and experience nature
and to participate in related programs. Most visitors
would fall in the Park Explorers or Park Strollers
visitor categories.

Interpretive messages in the sanctuary should focus
on the ecological and geological resources, connecting
visitors to the importance of preserving the sanctuary
and its species and, whenever possible, helping them
to make personal connections to the wildlife, natural
features and activities in this special place.
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Visitor management issues relate to communicating,
enforcing and balancing visitor use of the site with
the preservation needs of the Sanctuary. (eg. no dogs,
biking, skiing)

Objectives

o Emotional: Provide opportunities to connect to
nature through close-up encounters and reflection

o Learning: Effectively communicate the
importance and value of the Sanctuary for
the protection of habitat and species

o Behavioural: Foster responsible use
in and around the sanctuary

Interpretive Zones

Two distinct interpretive zones have been identified at
Gaetz Lake. These zones help to focus themes, stories
and budgeting for each area. Zones at Gaetz Lake are
based upon the trail system already in place, focusing
on areas that are most highly used to maximize
impact.

The Wishart Trail - Changes over time

This trail circumnavigates both lakes, with several
viewing points along the way. An interpretive cluster
near the trailhead introduces visitors to the main
theme of this trail: Changes over time. This theme
encompasses ecological, geological and stewardship
stories about the site, alerting visitors to look for
certain features and plant communities. Along the
trail, where specific geological, ecological or human
impact features are located, smaller wayside signs
highlight these stories. As much as possible, these
stories should be told from, or be related to, the
perspective of “changes over time.”

The Dr. George Loop - Birds and wetlands

This is a shorter, wheel-chair accessible loop to the
bird blind and lake look-out. An interpretive cluster
at the bird blind should focus on the importance

of wetlands for plants, animals and people, with an
emphasis on birdlife. Viewing scopes and interpretive
elements help visitors spot and identify birdlife.

Because of its high interpretive impact, and adjacency
to KWNC, Gaetz Lake Sanctuary is an appropriate
Park node to trial a mobile version of the website.
Visitors can access related interpretive content on
their smart phones as it relates to specific features and
locations. Data collected from this trial can be used to
develop similar mobile content for other nodes.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Gaetz Lake
Sanctuary.

Specific Programming opportunities

o “So you want to be a birder” guided programs
- especially during the migrations and
nesting periods. Participants help build a
bird list by species, season and numbers

o Guided programs: How plant communities
are like human communities, and practical
training in removing invasive species

o Interpreters undertake a study of small mammals
with the help of volunteers and visitors.

« Dipping for plants, insects, amphibians for
adults as well as kids. Gather the interested and
lead them to a dipping area on the boardwalk.
Interpretation will include how to handle small
creatures in a way that is safe for the animals.

o Partnerships with local naturalist groups
to develop and deliver programs



GAETZ LAKE SANCTUARY
ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARKTOPICS | FEATURES NON PERSONAL | BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL SERVICE
MEDIA INFRA-
STRUCTURE
Wishart Trail Changes over Geological changes Geology View point Signage: CC2,CC1 | $20,000
time Oxbow lakes formation (east lake) View scope > @iz Sdteme
Recent and prehistoric slumps . Tour the Park
Sedimentation Signage: CC2 - Creativity and in-
Ecological changes Ecology View point | Tactile, sculptural novation
Eutrophication — low biodiversity elements Benches
Pond succession Trail
Plant communities - poplar, aspen, spruce, Signage: 2xCC1
mixed communities, grassland, shrub
Animals, big and small who make their
homes in these habitats and why
Invasive .plants Stewardship Side bars
Human impacts
Water/storm recharge, air
Water runoff (increased and lack of ) -
human and natural causes
Protection of the Sanctuary
Dr. George Birds and Wetlands Ecology Viewing Slgnage: CC3 $18,000
Loop wetlands Importance of wetlands to water cycle Stewardship deck View scopes
Wetland plant & animal species, especially Tactile, sculptural
birds elements
Local/migratory
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | A trial mobile website with simplified web content for easy access on a smartphone.
Downloadable maps, activity and info sheets
Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.3 MCKENZIE TRAILS RECREATION AREA

McKenzie Trail
Recreation Area
is located at the
eastern end of
the south bank
trail.

Visitors: This is
a popular picnic
spot and its
ponds are well
used by Park
interpreters for
pond life school
programs. A
canoe launch
and paved
hiking trails
through the mixed spruce forests bring a variety of
users to this spot. Program participants and trail
walkers will be the most receptive to personal and
non-personal interpretation. Picnickers will engage
less intently, but in greater numbers, with interpretive
elements in the picnic area.

The area used to be a dump and a quarry, but was
reclaimed and rehabilitated into a park. It is also

the site of the City’s tree nursery. This interesting
changing use of the site makes it a good location to
tell stories about succession and emphasize the human
role in this park.
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Interpretive Objectives

o Emotional: Connect the Citys sustainable
development to individual actions

o Learning: Effectively communicate the
natural and human impacts on the
River - succession and reclamation

o Behavioural: Lead through example by
demonstrating sustainable development

Interpretive Zones

Three zones have been identified at McKenzie

Trails Recreation Area. These zones help to focus
themes, stories and budgeting for each area. Zones

at McKenzie Trails Recreations Area are based upon
the specific features of the site and the areas of highest
use.

Picnic area — A story of succession: humans

The well-used picnic area is an appropriate place to
introduce visitors to the significance of this site, its
history and as an example of the City’s commitment
to environmental stewardship and sustainable
development and reclamation.

Forest trail — A story of succession: natural

An interpretive cluster near the trailhead or at the
loop junction introduces visitors to another type of
succession: forest succession. Stories help visitors
recognize the plants and features that signal ever-
changing river processes, geological change and forest
succession. Smaller wayside signs along the trail are
associated with specific features.

Pond — A story of succession: ponds

Interpretation at the pond deck communicates the
importance of pond ecology, showing how succession
is a part of pond life as well. The fragility of pond life
and the human and natural impacts on the delicate
ecological balance can be explored through stories

of the various species that make their homes in and
around the pond. Visual cues and aides help visitors
spot and identify species.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for McKenzie Trails
Recreation Area.

Specific Programming Opportunities

o Bike or foot tour along the river: interpret the
plant and animal species varying in response to
the land, water and human actions; and the story
of reclaiming land for nature and recreation.

Picnic areas provides opportunities for
roaming interpreters to provide information
and orientation that encourages users
understand the values of the area, its need for
protection, and the activities to be enjoyed



MCKENZIE TRAILS RECREATION AREA

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARKTOPICS | FEATURES NON-PERSON- BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL SER-
AL MEDIA INFRASTRUC- | VICE
TURE
Picnic Area A story of McKenzie brothers History Signage: CC2 $7000
succession: Gun club site Stewardship Tactile, . Citizen Science
human Dump, gravel pit sculptural - Tour the Park
Park, City nursery, rehabilitation Current elements - New Residents
Temporary Signage activities - Creativity and
innovation
Forest Trail A story of River processes Geology Associated Signage: CC1 $9000 Trail pullout
succession: Ridge and swales feature
nature Flood plains
Forest succession Ecology trailhead/ Signage: CC2
Poplar, spruce junction of Tactile sculptural
Biodiversity crossroads loop trail elements Bench
and hill to
67 st.
Pond A story of Ecological importance of ponds Ecology Pond deck Signage::CC2 $14,000 Trail pullout
succession: Pond succession (compare to Gaetz) Foot bridge cc2
ponds Local species Ecology View scopes Storage shed/
Plants, animals, insects to look for Tactile sculptural locker for ‘
Beaver — environmental engineers elements programming
. . . materials
Human impact Stewardship Sidebar
Living with beavers in urban areas
Fragile ecosystems - interconnectedness and
interdependancy
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.

Interpretation

Downloadable maps, activity and info sheets
Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.4 BOWERPONDS

Bower Ponds is a lively park, often used for large
community events like Canada Day. The historic site
of the Great Western Lumber Co., the rehabilitated
millponds are now enlivened with paddleboats in the
summer and skaters in the winter. An amphitheatre,
historic Cronquist House, gardens and a concession
stand with skate/paddle boat rentals make this a very
popular part of the park in summer and winter.

Visitors: Visitors come to Bower Ponds for the
activities available here and for the shows and events
that take place here. Most visitors would likely fall in
the Park Strollers category. Their aim is to engage in a
social or community activity. However, their attention
can potentially be attracted to personal and non-
personal interpretation, elements and activities if it
will enhance their experience.
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Because of its significant cultural use, both today and
in the past, Bower Ponds is an appropriate place to tell
some of the human history and urban nature stories.

Interpretive objectives

o Emotional: Connect visitors to Waskasoo
Park and its natural and cultural resources
in a ‘safe’ urban environment

o Learning: Effectively communicate that
this is a place to celebrate Red Deer’s
community, past and present

e Behavioural: Foster outdoor activities that connect
communities and introduce them to nature

Interpretive Zones

Three zones have been identified at Bower Ponds.
These zones help to focus themes, stories and
budgeting for each area. Zones at Bower Ponds are
based upon the specific features of the site.

Ponds - A Community river

Bower Ponds is a cultural hub for community
gathering and a significant site in Red Deer’s
industrial past. Interpretation around the ponds and
over looking the River focuses on these human stories,
making use of views across the River and artistic
interpretive elements to draw attention and help
create a sense of place for the ponds as they might
have been in the past. Building on the Park’s main
theme - the River Connects Us All - stories told here
focuses on the importance of the River to Red Deer
as a growing community. Special emphasis should be
placed on the industrial uses of the Bower Ponds site
and other industrial sites visible across the River.

Ponds — Community wildlife

Bower Ponds is an area where many people will have
some of their first interactions with the Park’s wildlife.
This is an area where those who are not accustomed

to being in nature have the opportunity to experience
nature in a ‘safe’ urban environment. Another stream
of interpretation around the ponds focuses on
communicating the importance of understanding how
to live with urban wildfire, like ducks, geese and fish.
These messages could be clustered around the fishing
platform.

Cronquist House - A Community effort

The Cronquist House history is a great example of the
community coming together to celebrate its heritage.
An interpretive element could tell this story from the
perspective of the monumental community effort
that brought it across the River to Bower Ponds.
Interpretive elements like the picnic table, visual

cues and artistic elements help visitors connect to the
people and events related to the house’s past.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Bower Ponds.

Specific Programming Opportunities

o Tours of the area focusing on the interactions
between the cultural and natural land and water

o DPresentations in the open theatre of plays, lectures,
music, etc. based on the history, nature and
community. This may be provided by interpreters or
by other groups with related concerns and interests



BOWER PONDS

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES NON- BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL SERVICE
TOPICS PERSONAL INFRA-
MEDIA STRUCTURE

Ponds A community river Industrial River History Ponds Signage: CC3 $20,000 Benches » Citizen Science
Bawtinheimer Sawmill, Great West View across Tactile, - Tour the Park
Lumber Co the River sculptural « New Residents
Weir elements - Creativity and in-
Reinholdt quarry Stewardship Climbable novation
A community hub Ponds sculpture
Hugh Bower restoration
Community hub for celebrations and Stewardship | Fishing Signage: CC1
activities P platform

oty el Human animal interactions, how to live

with urban wildlife
Responsible fishing practices

Cronquist A community river Cronquist House story History Cronquist Signage: CC2 $7000 Picnic Tables

House Community effort to move house across House
River

Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.

Interpretation

Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.5 MASKEPETOON

Maskepetoon Park is a recently developed part of
Waskasoo Park. It contains some fragile tamarack fen
habitat. This habitat is a good example of Waskasoo
Park’s special location at the intersection of two
ecological zones where unique conditions enable a
wide diversity of species to thrive.

Maskepetoon Park was developed sustainably and
maintains a high level of preservation and low level
of recreational access to protect the fragile habitats
within it.

Visitors: Maskepetoon’s trails have recently been
completed, but the park is not yet well known to
the public. It is also not as accessible as other parts
of the Park, has fewer amenities, and will not get as
much traffic as other areas. Most visitors will come
specifically to enjoy its solitude and to connect to
Maskepetoon’s rich natural resources. These visitors
are Park Explorers and will be receptive to non-
personal interpretation.

Interpretation here should focus on the unique
ecological conditions that support the region’s
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biodiversity, demonstrating the commitment that the
Park has made to preserving biodiversity through its
sustainable park development.

Maskepetoon also has one of the best lookouts at a
cutbank along the River. This is the best location to
tell many of the Park’s geological stories.

The significance of the Park’s namesake, Chief
Maskepetoon can be communicated on entry/
welcoming signage.

Interpretive Objectives

o Emotional: Build understanding and
appreciation for fragile habitats

o Learning: Effectively communicate the
unique nature of the region’s biodiversity

o Behavioural: Lead by example in fostering
sustainable action to protect biodiversity

Interpretive Zones

Two zones have been identified at Maskepetoon
Park. These zones help to focus themes, stories and
budgeting for each area. Zones at Maskepetoon Park
are based upon the specific features and vantage
points on the site.

Lookout - Shaping the landscape

This lookout is one of the best locations in the park
for illustrating the natural forces that have shaped
the river valley. An interpretive cluster at this lookout
references the cutbank, river curves and flood plains
to tell these geological stories. Ecological changes are
related to the forest succession evident at Heritage
Ranch below. Human impacts on the landscape are
also incorporated into this story through reference to
the visible bank training and cliff erosion.

Trail - Crossroads of biodiversity

Interpretation along this trail emphasizes the
uniqueness of the habitats found in this intersection
of habitats. The large boardwalk through the wetland
would be an appropriate place for an interpretive
cluster that speaks to the species and how they have
adapted to the conditions in this area. Supporting

the underlying message of biodiversity and its
importance, the significant work the City has done

to preserve this special place is highlighted as well.
An interpretive element at the bridge (which was
helicoptered in to preserve sensitive habitat) connects
the City’s sustainable park development to individual
commitment to stewardship. The rip rap work done
to control the River bank erosion at the bottom of the
staircase can also be highlighted.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Maskepetoon
Park.

Specific Programming Opportunities

o Guided trips through Maskepetoon from top down
to the water using the descent to interpret the
geology, geomorphology, and fluvial processes, and
unusual plant communities and the role of wildlife



MASKEPETOON

ZONE

ZONE
THEME

KEY STORIES

PARK TOPICS

FEATURES

NON-
PERSONAL
MEDIA

BUDGET

PHYSICAL
INFRASTRUC-
TURE

PERSONAL SERVICE

Lookout

Shaping the
landscape

Geological forces

Paskapoo formation

Glacier deposition, sedimentation
Erosion

River processes

Flooding

Point bar succession, forest succession
Human impacts

Human intervention - river training

Geology

Ecology

Stewardship

View across
the River to
cutbank and
Heritage
Ranch

Signage: CC2
View scope

$7000

Trail

Crossroads of
biodiversity

Biodiversity

Boreal forest/aspen parkland
Tamarack fen

Wetlands, riparian zone
Endangered and rare species
Local species - adaptation

Seasonal/behaviours, use of different
plant communities

Beaver activities

Large/small mammals

Preserving biodiversity
Sustainably developed park - bridge
Individuals making a difference
Adopt a park program (ex. RDRN)
Prevention of off-roadiing

Wildlife corridors

Loss of tamaracks due to construction of
QEll and lowering of water table

River bank training

Ecology

Ecology

Stewardship

Boardwalk

Bridge

Rip rap fishing
area

Sidebars

Signage: CC2,
4xCC1

Tactile,
sculptural
elements

View scopes

$13,000

Trail pullout
Benches

- Citizen Science
- Tour the Park

Online
Interpretation

Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Downloadable maps, activity and info sheets

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.6 HERITAGE RANCH

Heritage Ranch is
a significant entry
point to Waskasoo
Park for visitors to
Red Deer as it is
directly adjacent
to the QEII
and the Tourist
Information
Centre and the
Alberta Sports
Hall of Fame.
Heritage Ranch is
not an historically
authentic ranch. It
can be divided into
to distinct zones;
. Upper and Lower
. Heritage Ranch.

A restaurant,

catering services,

horse stables and
riding trails are located at Upper Heritage Ranch.

Lower Heritage Ranch, a rehabilitated gravel quarry,
is more natural with woodland trails, a fishing pond,
picnic area and boat launches. Lower Heritage Ranch
is considered a hidden gem, and cherished by those
who do make use of its trails in summer and winter.

Visitors: Visitors to Upper Heritage Ranch are
generally coming to the restaurant and horse trails,
with very specific activity objectives. Tourists
arriving from the QEII are looking to find out
basic information about where to go and what to
do. Visitors to Lower Heritage Ranch are generally
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walkers/skiers and cyclists. Many come for its quiet
solitude and abundant wildlife. Already connected to
this special ‘hidden’ place, these visitors are likely Park
Explorers and would be receptive to engaging with
interpretation. .

Interpretive Objectives

o Emotional: Foster appreciation of the fine
balance between developed and natural areas

o Learning: Communicate effectively how the
landscape is always changing—large and small
changes, human and natural changes

o Behavioural: Transform appreciation of
local biodiversity into active participation
in stewarding local natural resources

Interpretive Zones

Three zones have been identified at Heritage Ranch.
These zones help to focus themes, stories and
budgeting for each area. Zones at Heritage Ranch are
distinguished by the different activities in each.

Entry - Welcome ¢ Orientation

This is a gateway into Waskasoo Park and the gateway
most likely used by tourists and those unfamiliar with
Red Deer, accessing it from the highway. Identity,
welcome and orientation are therefore especially
important here. A significant orientation piece enables
visitors to easily understand and appreciate the extent
of the Park and the many opportunities available
within the Park.

Upper Heritage Ranch - Hoopfer history

Most visitors to Upper Heritage Ranch come for
horse riding or the restaurant. The Ranch is not an
historic site and many of the relevant agricultural
stories are better told at Sunnybrook Farm. Limited
interpretation here communicates the history of the
property and its connection to early Red Deer.

Lower Heritage Ranch - A fine balance

Interpretation in and around the picnic area and
along the trail, focuses on the fine balance between
human and natural use of the area. Geology stories
are connected to gravel mining and the view to the
Maskepetoon cliffs. Ecology stories are connected

to the site’s reclamation and rehabilitation to create
habitat for wildlife and recreation. Messages about
responsible use of these precious natural resources are
also highlighted.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Heritage Ranch.

Specific Programming Opportunities

o A guided tour that includes the entire area - or
shorter tours of specific areas - should include
the broad range of landscapes along the trails:
agriculture, gravel, parkland, and the River.
The stories should include how we use land
and water and how we ensure their quality

o Collaboration with horse concessionaires to develop
and deliver interpretive trail and wagon rides



HERITAGE RANCH

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK TOPICS FEATURES NON BUDGET | PHYSCIAL PERSONAL SERVICE
PERSONAL INFRASTRUC-
MEDIA TURE
Major Park Welcome & Major Park Gateway: Welcome, Entry from Signage: CC2 $7000
Gateway Orientation What is Waskasoo Park orientation tourist office
Orientation: what to do, where to
go, how to get more information
Upper Heritage | Hoopfer history | Hoopfer Property History Signage: CC1 $2000
Ranch Early farm life in Red Deer
Lower Heritage | A fine balance Geological change Geology View to Signage: CC2 $18,000 Look out/ trail « Tour the Park
Ranch Glacier deposition, erosion Maskepetoon View scope pullout by river
Maskepetoon cliffs and cutbank Bench
Gravel mining Signage: CC2,
River changes Ecology o 1
Flooding, sedimentation Picnic area Tactile,
Forest succession—willow to poplar sculptural
to spruce elements
Grasslands Sidebars )
Human impacts Stewardship Signage: CC1
Gravel mining Fishing deck
Rehabilitation and reclamation,
recreation
Farming impacts
Fish stocking
Responsible use, i.e. fishing
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation Downloadable maps, activity and info sheets

Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.7 LIONS CAMPGROUND

Lions Campground is a popular summer campground
on the north bank of the River. The campground
includes both tent and RV sites. It should be
considered a major gateway to Waskasoo Park for
visitors from out of town and should therefore include
significant welcoming and orientation information.
WEES uses the small amphitheatre regularly in the
summer to present nature-based programs for the
campers. Interpretive focus here should be on the live
programming.

Visitors: Most visitors to Lions Campground are

from out of town. While many have specific activities
they are doing in town, others are looking for things
to see and do in the Park. Many stay for a few nights,
enabling them to more deeply engage with a variety of
programs in the Campground.
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Interpretive objectives

« Emotional: Forge a connect to the people,
nature and stories of Waskasoo Park through an
appreciation of their significance, role and impact

o Learning: These will change based
the type of program presented

o Behavioural: Associate recreational use
with responsibility to protect and preserve
natural and cultural resources

Interpretive Zone

Live programming is the focus at Lions Campground.
Welcoming signage is located at the entry to the

Park and clearly identifies this as a gateway to the
Park. Opportunities available within the Park and

the significance of Waskasoo Park to the Red Deer
community are also highlighted.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Lions
Campground.

Specific Programming Opportunities

o Interpretive programs are already a fixture at the
Lions Campground. Assuming that most visitors
stay no longer than a week, the programs increase
the users’ interest in the Park and encourage them
to visit other areas to visit on this or future visits



LIONS CAMPGROUND

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK TOPICS FEATURES NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL SERVICE
PERSONAL INFRASTRUC-
MEDIA TURE
Major Park Welcome & Orientation | Major Park Gateway: Welcome, Entry to North | Signage: CC2 $7000
Gateway What is Waskasoo Park orientation Bank Trail « Shows, skits, theatre
Orientation: what to do, where to
go, how to get more information | Current
Temporary signage activities
Amphitheater | Various Various Ecology Amphitheater | Daily events Storage
History notice board shed for .
Stewardship programming
materials
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes and stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.8 RIVER BEND GOLF AND
RECREATION AREA

River Bend is located at the eastern extent of the
Park. Operated by the River Bend Golf & Recreation
Society, the area includes a golf course, Discovery
Canyon waterpark, hiking/skiing trails, picnic areas
and a boat launch. Like many parts of the Park, River
Bend is a reclaimed industrial site.

Visitors: There are several distinct audience groups
visiting this area: golfers, families in the summer and
hikers/skiers using the perimeter and escarpment
trails. Each group has very different visit objectives
and will engage with interpretation in varying
degrees.
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Interpretive objectives

o Emotional: Foster appreciation for the natural
resources that give us these recreational opportunities

o Learning: Effectively communicate the
conditions and species that make Waskasoo
Park and River Bend specifically, unique.

o Behavioural: Associate recreational use with
responsibility to protect and preserve resource.

Interpretive Zones

Three zones have been identified at River Bend. These
zones help to focus themes, stories and budgeting for
each area. Zones at River Bend are distinguished by
the different activities in each zone.

Discovery Canyon - Connecting kids to nature

Discovery Canyon is a very popular spot with
families in the summer. This is a good location to
help kids engage with the natural world as they are
playing. Fun, sculptural pieces are integrated into the
waterpark, with interpretive elements in the picnic
area to help parents facilitate kids’ exploration and
understanding of this environment.

Golf Course - Part of the Park

Golfers have fairly specific activity objectives for
their visit, but there are some opportunities for
communicating Park messages on the course and/or
at the clubhouse. Coordination with the River Bend
Golf & Recreation Society is suggested to see how
and where Park messages could be integrated into
the Society’s communication methods (score cards,
placemats, etc.) Content should focus on fostering a
sense of stewardship for the Park.

Perimeter Trail - Local species, local conditions

Interpretation along this trail is clustered at the boat
launch picnic ground and/or the bridge junction.
Building on the uniquely local conditions of
Waskasoo Park and this area specifically, stories relate
the geological and ecological conditions to the species
that are attracted to this end of the park - especially
open-water birdlife. The impact of urban/recreational
development on these species is also discussed.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for River Bend.

Specific Programming Opportunities

o Roving interpreter visiting to answer questions and
provide stories, meet with families for informal
programs, and a good opportunity for bike tours

« Potential for interpretation at the Golf
Clubhouse at evening settings.



RIVER BEND GOLF AND RECREATION AREA

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARKTOPICS | FEATURES NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL SERVICE
PERSONAL INFRA-
MEDIA STRUCTURE
Discovery Connecting kidsto | Local species — behaviours, homes Ecology Canyon Signage: CC2 $7000
Canyon nature Local features Geology Picnic area Tactile, sculptural « Tour the Park
Local conditions elements
Golf Course Part of the Park This is your Park Stewardship To be developed
in coordination
with Gold Course
Perimeter Local species, local | River processes, deposition, point bar | Ecology Downstream Signage: CC1,CC2 | $9000 Trail pullout
Trail conditions succession, urban development — Geology picnic area View scopes
how these have made for coqdltlons Bridge Tactile sculptural
that attract or push out certain junction elements
wildlife
o o Birdlife to look for c .
; e e tewardshi
sustainably Reclaimed mining site p STEE
City leading by example
Importance of balance between
human/nature Current
Importance of escarpment and River | activities e
as a wildlife corridor P|9n|c area/
- trail head
Temporary Signage
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | Downloadable maps, activity and info sheets

Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.9 THREE MILE BEND

Three Mile Bend is one of two dog off-leash areas
in Waskasoo Park. It also hosts the Central Alberta
Freestyle Ski Club and jump as well as a remote

control car track. It is also a good spot for viewing
wildlife.

Visitors: Many visitors to Three Mile Bend are taking
advantage of dog-off leash areas and picnic areas.
Many of these will be Park Strollers. While spending
time with the dogs, they can be encouraged to interact
with non-personal interpretation.
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Because of its abundant wildlife, interpretation
focused on living with and respecting urban wildlife is
appropriate.

Three Mile Bend is also a reclaimed industrial site
and is located adjacent to the City Yards. It is thus an
appropriate place to communicate the Waskasoo Park
story, focusing on its success as a sustainable urban
development.

Interpretive objectives

o Emotional: Connect the City’s sustainable
development to individual actions

o Learning: Communicate effectively how and
why Waskasoo Park has become a leading
example of sustainable park management
and people and wildlife sharing space

o Behavioural: Associate recreational use
with responsibility to protect and preserve
our natural and cultural resources

Interpretive Zone

Picnic Area - A story of sustainability

The central picnic area near the parking lot is the most
visible area to place interpretation. Referencing the
sustainably designed City yards nearby, interpretation
focuses on the Waskasoo Park as an example of the
City’s commitment to sustainable development. Rare
amongst urban parks, Waskasoo Park exemplifies a
long tradition of environmental stewardship through
its evolution from flood plains to industrial sites to
reclaimed recreational and natural areas.

Pond —Urban wildlife

The ponds are home to a wide variety of wildlife.
Because many of the users of this park are dog
walkers, messages about living with, and respecting
wildlife are very appropriate. Interpretation can
emphasize the importance of and benefits of urban
wildlife, integrated with messages about stewardships,
especially in respect to appropriate dog behaviour
around wildlife. The solar bee that aerates the pond’s
water, visible in the middle of one pond, can be
illustrated through three dimensional elements
incorporated into nearby interpretation.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Three Mile Bend.

Specific Programming Opportunities

o Roving interpreter visiting on a daily basis to answer
questions, provide stories regarding the stewardship
of the park, and ensure that the areas are protected



THREE MILE BEND

ZONE ZONE THEME | KEY STORIES PARKTOPICS | FEATURES | NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL SER-
PERSONAL INFRASTRUC- VICE
MEDIA TURE
Picnic Area A story of Waskasoo Park story Stewardship Signage: CC2 | $7000
sustainability | Flood plain, little development along the River, Tactile, . Tour the Park
land preserved and reclaimed for various uses — sculptural
industrial, conservation, recreation, education, Current elements
sports activities
City Yards, LEED certifications, energy efficiencies
Temporary signage
Pond Urban wildlife | Living with, enjoying and respecting the nature Ecology Signage: $9000 Trail pullout
in our backyards Stewardship cace2 Bench
Human impacts - sensitive habitats, species View scope
Wildlife corridors
Appropriate dog behaviours
Local bird life Tactile,
sculptural
Keeping our water clean elements
Solar bee aerates water for local wildlife
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes and stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | Downloadable maps, activity and info sheets

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.10 DEVONIAN TRAILS

The Devonian Trails link
several small park areas
along Waskasoo Creek.
The trail system winds its
way through residential
and urban areas down to
the newly opened Oxbow
Off-Leash Dog Park

at the ParKk’s southern
extent.

Visitors: Rotary Park and
Kin Kanyon are among
the most highly used
parks, both popular for
picnics, barbeques and
large family gatherings.
These visitors are Park
Strollers and are receptive
to interpretive programming and events that will
complement, not compete with the social objectives of
their visit. Meaningful play opportunities for kids will
always be popular. Barret, Galbraith and Coronation
Parks are urban parks most often used by residents of
the neighbouring developments and commuters.

Because of the Devonian Trails’ close integration with
the surrounding urban areas, many of the parks along
here represent good opportunities for communicating
stories and messages about human impacts on nature

and the importance of the river system to our City.

The significance of the Parks’ namesakes can be
communicated on entry/welcoming signage.

Interpretive objectives

o Emotional: Inspire commitment to future
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conservation through appreciation of
this unique and precious resource

o Learning: Effectively communicate the
importance of the Park’s connectivity
for people, wildlife and hydrology.

o Behavioural: Entice more people into nature through
the Park’s close proximity to residential areas

Interpretive Zones

Three zones, or parks in this case, have been identified
as locations for interpretive elements. These zones will
help to focus themes, stories and budgeting for each
area.

Rotary Park - Urban wildlife

Rotary Parks is very busy in the summer for
barbeques and picnics. At its centre rises Piper
Mountain. Because of its popularity with families
and close proximity to urban areas, Rotary Park is a
good location to introduce children and families to
nature, getting them comfortable and used to playing
in and respecting nature. Natural play elements here
encourage kids to explore, discover and observe the
plants, animals and features around them. Integrated
interpretive elements in the picnic area help parents
facilitate learning about how to live close to and
respect nature: how to become good environmental
stewards.

Atop Piper Mountain, an interpretive cluster
communicates some the Mountain’s stories from the
perspective of this unique elevated location—how
and why this change in altitude contributes to these
geological, historical, First Nations and ecological
stories.

Kin Kanyon - Urban Rivers

Kin Kanyon is another popular picnic spot in the
heart of the City. There is also a water feature planned
for here. Coordination with the water part developers
will insure interpretive stories can be incorporated
into the feature. Water conservation and water
management would be appropriate topics to interpret
here. Still focusing on the urban/natural integration,
the Creek, River and tributaries’ role in the City’s
water management system are communicated through
interpretive elements and more abstract sculptural
and play pieces that speak to water use. The benefits of
a well-integrated urban watershed are shown through
its wildlife corridors and healthy local species.

Barrett, Coronation, Stevenson, Galbraith Parks —
Waskasoo Creek

Interpretation along Waskasoo Creek looks at the
importance of small waterways in keeping our water,
soil and environment clean and healthy. Human
impacts like storm and farm run off can also be
explored.

Bower Woods - Piper Creek

Interpretation along this section of the Devonion
Trails should highlight riparian ecology.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Devonian Trails.

Programming Opportunities

o Provide informal programs in appropriate
areas that focus on the sustainability
of these natural and urban areas

o Interpreter-led bike tours that connect the features
and stories along or near the Devonian trails

o Tours may also be provided by foot or bike



DEVONIAN TRAILS

ZONE ZONE THEME | KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES NON-PERSONAL BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL
TOPICS MEDIA INFRASTRUC- | SERVICE
TURE
Rotary Park Urban wildlife | Living with, enjoying and respecting the Stewardship | Picnic area Signage: CC2 $64,000
nature in our backyards Ecology Nature Playground . New Residents
Human impacts — sensitive habitats, species Signage: CC2 . Tour the Park
Wildlife corridors Current Tactile, sculptural - Creativity and
Temporary signage activities Mountain elements innovation
Perspectives History top
from the First Nations
mountaintop | High vantage point/lookout History
Archaeology Geology
Piper’s brick yard
Geological rock formation Stewardship
Historical industry
Historical legacy of bricks around town
Human impact
Erosion, soil
Kin Kanyon Urban rivers Watershed management Stewardship Signage: CC2 $7000
Wildlife corridors Tactile, sculptural
Urban/natural integration elements
Human impacts Water Play structure | N/A
already
planned
Barrett, Waskasoo Tributaries Stewardship Signage: 3xCC1 $6000 Trail pullouts
Galbraith, Creek Erosion Ecology Benches
Coronation Farm run-off
Parks, Storm run-off
Fish habitat
Bower Woods Piper Creek Beaver ecology Stewardship Signage: CC1 $2000 Trail pullout
Forest succession Ecology Benches
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite
Interpretation | Downloadable maps.

Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.11 CPRBRIDGE

The historic CPR Bridge is a significant landmark

in Red Deer and a major pedestrian and bike route
across the River to and from the downtown. It is also
a major gateway into Waskasoo Park. Interpretation
here should focus on the significant heritage value of
the Bridge and how its story represents our changing
community.

Visitors: The CPR Bridge is a linkage area that
features a very significant historical structure . It is
a good vantage point and a natural resting point.
An interpretive cluster and seating will encourage
pedestrian and bicycle traffic slow down and take a
break on or by the bridge.

Interpretive Objectives

o Emotional: Build a connection to the River
as a defining element of our community

o Learning: Effectively communicate
how our community’s connection to
the River is continually changing
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o Behavioural: Connect visitors to the Park
and the activities and stories within

Interpretive Zones

Two zones have been identified as locations for
interpretive elements.

Entry - Welcome ¢ Orientation

This is a major gateway into Waskasoo Park. Identity,
welcome and orientation are therefore especially
important here. A significant orientation piece enables
visitors to easily understand and appreciate the extent
of the Park and the many opportunities available
within the Park.

Centre of the Bridge -Our changing community

At the centre of the bridge, a natural stopping point
for a good view of the River, interpretive elements
tell the story of this bridge through the lens of the
many evolving community changes it has come

to represent. It was a connection between north
and south Red Deer and the different religious and
political communities in each. It represents changes
in technology and economics—trains to trucks and
the industries they support. And it represents changes
in our lifestyles—a new focus on healthy and active
living, environmentalism, community activism and
an growing understanding of the importance of
preserving and protecting our cultural and natural
heritage.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for the CPR Bridge.



CPR BRIDGE

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL
TOPICS PERSONAL INFRASTRUC- SERVICES
MEDIA TURE
Major Park Welcome & Major Park Gateway: Welcome, North and/or Signage: $7000
Gateway orientation What is Waskasoo Park orientation south bank cc2
Orientation: what to do, where to go, how to get
more information
Centre of Our changing Bridge represents changes in our community History North or south | Signage: $7000 Trail pullout
bridge community over time Stewardship | junction cc2 Bench
Connecting north and south Red Deer (different Tactile, Tactile,
politics/religion) sculptural sculptural
Technology, transportation, economy elements elements
Lifestyles: healthy living, community activism,
environmentalism, etc.
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes and stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation
Interpretation | onsite.

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.12 PINES ESCARPMENT The Pines Escarpment is a little known trail linkage Interpretation
connecting the North Bank trail with the Mountain
Bike Park. Users appreciate the quiet solitude of this
winding trail.

A small interpretive element at a lookout/entry
point highlights the spruce forest ecology preserved
here and illustrate some of the challenges faced in
Visitors: Most users of this trail are walkers from preserving this type of forest, especially against fire
the neighbourhoods backing onto the escarpment. and erosion.

As these are regular users, stewardship messaging
that connects their enjoyment of this trail to their
responsibility in caring for it would be appropriate.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for Pines Escarpment.

Interpretive Objectives

o Associate recreational use with responsibility
to protect and preserve our natural resource

PINES ESCARPMENT
ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARKTOPICS | FEATURES NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL
PERSONAL INFRA- SERVICE
MEDIA STRUCTURE
Pines Spruce forest ecology | Spruce escarpment ecology in an urban Ecology Lookout Signage: $4000 Trail pullout
Escarpment environment Stewardship Trail head 2XC Bench
Fire
Erosion
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes and stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.13 ACRTRAIL

The ACR Trail is a well-used short trail connecting
Red Deer College with downtown. It follows the
historic route of the Alberta Central Railway. One
remaining rail bridge foundation remains alongside
the trail.

Visitors: This trail is used mainly by commuters on
their way to and from school or work. However its
significance as the original route of the ACR should
be highlighted. The old rail bridge foundations is
an appropriate anchor for this and other rail history
stories. With seating, this could become a natural
resting point.

Interpretive Objectives

o Associate recreational use with responsibility to
protect and preserve our cultural resources

o Effectively communicate the importance of
rail transport to the history of Red Deer

Interpretation

A small interpretive element facing the remaining
bridge foundation tells the story of the ACR and rail
history in Red Deer.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for the ACR Trail.

ACRTRAIL
ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK TOPICS FEATURES NON- BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL
PERSONAL INFRASTRUC- SERVICE
MEDIA TURE
ACR Trail Rail history Rail history in Red Deer History Old bridge Signage: $4000 Trail pullout
Alberta Central Railway foundation 2xCC Bench
Canadian Pacific Railway
Canadian Northern Railway
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES 93



7.14 NORTH BANKTRAIL The North Bank trail runs along the River connecting Interpretation
all parks on the north bank, from the bridge to River

Along the trail there are historical and natural features
Bend in the east to the bridge to Heritage Ranch in the &

: . to highlight, like the weir near Bower Ponds, and
° west specific River features like rapids and islands. Where
L Visitors: While this is a linkage trail used by visitors ever possible interpretation should be placed near to
®e ~ moving between areas, or enjoying a walk/ride/skate natural stopping places like lookouts or benches.
~ . Lo
. ) ?}llortlg theleve.r, :hsre irel fs olm et mg(rinﬁcan: fealt ures Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
& e e atcan be pownted out. 1t clustered as natura interpretive stories and features for North Bank Trail.
~ stopping points, they will attract more attention and
: encourage trail users to slow down and take a break.
°
g Interpretive Objectives
°
: o Associate recreational use with
. S responsibility to protect and preserve
o* LA our natural and cultural resources
°
°
°
°
°
o*
o0 cet®
NORTH BANK TRAIL
ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARKTOPICS FEATURES NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL
PERSONAL INFRA- SERVICE
MEDIA STRUCTURE
North Bank Various—based on | Mill Race Various based Associated location Signage:8xCC1 $16,000 Trail pullouts
Trail particular feature Effluent on feature Benches
River features - rapids, islands
River as a wildlife corridor
Great West Lumber Company
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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7.15 SOUTH BANKTRAIL The South Bank Trail runs along the River connecting  Interpretation
all parks on the south side bank from Heritage Ranch
in the West to McKenzie Trails Recreation Area in
the East. As the Park expands this trail will continue
past McKenzie Trails Recreation Area to eventually

Along the trail there are historical features to
highlight, like the site of the First Crossing School,
view to Valley Ranch and the site of Leonard Gaetz’s
house. Where ever possible interpretation should be

. connect to River Bend Golf and Recreation Area. In . .
° o placed near to natural stopping places like lookouts or
° the future it will also connect on to Fort Normandeau b
) enches.
: in the West.
Once the connection east of McKenzie Trail
- Visitors: While this is a linkage trail used by visitors . . . .
° . Lo ’ Recreation Area is established there will be several
° moving between areas, or enjoying a walk/ride/ . . . .
° ) . more features to interpret including the impacts of
° skate along the River, there are several significant . .
.® . selective logging on the area, an outbreak of budworm
°® features that can be pointed out. If clustered as natural . .
° , ] ) . in the spruce forests and the restoration of the area
° stopping points, they will attract more attention and . . .
° . from its original use as a gravel pit.
° encourage trail users to slow down and take a break.
a? Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
o Interpretive Objectives interpretive stories and features for within South Bank
Qaa s o Associate recreational use with responsibility to Trail.
. protect & preserve our natural and cultural resources
SOUTH BANK TRAIL
ZONE ZONE THEME | KEY STORIES PARKTOPICS | FEATURES NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL
PERSONAL INFRA- SERVICES
MEDIA STRUCTURE
South Bank Red Deer Valley Ranch History Associated location | Signage: $16000 Trail Pullouts
Trail community First Crossing School 8xCC1 Benches
history Quarry
Leonard Gaetz
Canadian Northern Rail
(Future, once trail east of McKenzie Trail is connected) | Ecology
Selected logging History
Budworm outbreak Stewardship
Gravel pit
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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8.0 Expansion Areas

With its rapidly expanding population, the City of
Red Deer is working on an expansion and annexation
plan for the City limits. Part of this plan is the
expansion of the City’s parkland to ensure that the
ratio of green space per capita remains high. The
River Valley and Tributaries Plan (2010) outlines the
areas to be designated as future parkland. Expansion
and continuity of the interpretive program will be
important as Waskasoo Park expands to include many
of these new areas.

This master plan addresses those expansion areas that
are currently within the City limits: Cameo Lake, Red
Deer River Natural Area, Bower Natural Area. Hazlett
Lake and River Plaza.

High-level themes and interpretive objectives have
been developed in coordination with Grant Moir of
the Ecological Services department of the City Parks
Planning & Technical Services.

Where sufficient information on long-term
development plans for the area exists, interpretive
elements have been suggested. When plans are
established for the type of use each area will have (e.g.
picnicking, biking, walking, sanctuary, etc.) visitor
profiles and audience motivations can be determined
and then matched with the appropriate types of
personal and non-personal interpretive elements.

Ecological diversity and distinction within each of
the new areas (except River Plaza) and the impacts of
urban development were identified as over arching
themes for all of the expansion areas, as most will
soon be surrounded by urban areas. The unique
features and stories within each site will tell the
specific stories of each area related to these themes.
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8.1 RIVERPLAZA

The Greater Downtown Action Plan (2009) outlines
the development of an iconic pedestrian bridge link-
ing Bower Ponds to the proposed Riverlands develop-
ment and south bank River Walk. Where the bridge
meets the south bank, a promontory river plaza is rec-
ommended. This plaza will be a vibrant space where
Park users can connect directly to the River in an
urban context. The plaza will be an ideal location for
a variety of events, from music and dance to markets
and artisans. Surrounded by shops, restaurants and
open views to the River and across to Bower Ponds,
the plaza will be a gathering place for Red Deerians to
celebrate their community and its connection to the
River. The plaza will be a community meeting place
and will connect directly into the urban Riverlands
section of Waskasoo ParK’s trail system.

Interpretive Objectives

o Emotional: Foster appreciation and connection
to the River as a valued part of life in Red Deer

o Learning: Communicate effectively the importance
of the River was to our way of life, past and present

 Behaviour: Translate appreciation of the River
system into responsible and proactive behaviour
towards its preservation. recommended.

This plaza will be a vibrant space where Park users can
connect directly to the River in an urban context. The
plaza will be an ideal location for a variety of events,
from music and dance to markets and artisans. It will
be a gathering place for Red Deerians to celebrate
their community and its connection to the River, and
a meeting place for embarking on walks, strolls and
continued Park exploration. Abstract and artistic
interpretive elements in this area could highlight the
community’s enduring ties to the River

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for the River
Plaza. See map on page 21 for the locations of each
expansion area.



RIVER PLAZA

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES | NON- BUDGET | PHYSICAL PERSONAL
TOPICS PERSONAL INFRA- SERVICE
MEDIA STRUCTURE
River Plaza Welcome and Major Park Gateway: Welcome and | Nearto Signage: CC2 $7000 Benches Festivals
Orientation What is Waskasoo Park orientation bridge Engraved Markets
Orientation: what to do, where to go, how to pavement Performances
get more information Alcove/
Temporary signage Current puIIouft/
o t
activties Signage: CC3 :):r%grr(r)\ra\nces
River Crossroads | River connects us all, past and present History Tactile Sculptural | $18,000 e
iti Ecolo Lighting
Cultural - communities brought together cology elements p |
(First Nations, Metis, European settlers) Stewardship Climbable play ower supply
Importance of River for agriculture, industry, sculptures Art llati
recreation 3D topo map installations
River connects us to the ecosystems on which River Storage shed
we depend and depend on us
Still a community focal point
Community River -
Red Deer’s Rllver History Signage: CC2
Urban succession Stewardship Tactile, sculptural
Community planning - what's next? elements
Human impacts- commitment to sustainable $7000
future
Singing bridge
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.

Interpretation

Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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8.2 HAZLETT LAKE o Learning: Effectively communicate the unique that enable large and small creatures to move between

interrelationships and ecology of the area them.
Hazlett Lake will become a significant habitat refuge . P & ) f
as the city grows around it. It has a substantial y Emottonal: foster and appreciation for the Hazlett Lake’s unique ecological features should be
resident and migratory waterfowl populations and importance Of conserving these habitats highlighted - its flora and fauna, undulating water
may eventually become a bird sanctuary like Gaetz in the expanding urban context levels and surprisingly shallow water levels.
i i B joral: L j ] , . .
Lake. With the approp riate deyelopment, Hazlett Lake eha.vzoml o d by example ! nf'oster.mg The ParK’s system for monitoring the impacts of urban
can become another interpretive anchor for the Park sustainable action to protect biodiversity s .
development on wildlife health can be interpreted
system. Interpretation here should highlight, not only the here. Please refer to the matrix for a full list of
Interpretive Objectives importance of p.reserving large areas like Hazlett Lake, proposed interpretive stories and features for Hazlett
but also preserving smaller associated habitats nearby Lake.
HAZLETT LAKE
ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES | NON-PERSONAL | BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL
TOPICS MEDIA INFRA- SERVICE
STRUCTURE
Hazlett Lake Wetland Ecology | Wetland habitats Ecology Signage: CC3, $20,000- Trails, TBD
Plants, animals, birds interrelationships Stewardship 2-3xCC2,2-5xCC1 | $50,000+ | boardwalks,
(moose, lots of lily pads, willow, poplar, die- \[/)II:\tAg:gws
back) bird-blinds
Waterfowl sanctuary .
. " Interpretive
Habits zones, characteristics centre/kiosk?
Human impacts Stewardship
Associated wetlands - regional drainage Ecology
Edge effects of water undulation
Temporary signage
Urban Urban integration
Integration Monitoring of wetland health and urban impact
Associated wetlands- important to preserve for
habitat interchange (big and small species)
Storm water management system - stream to
river valley
Hazletts story
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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8.3 RED DEER RIVER NATURAL AREA

Red Deer River Natural Area is a flood plain across
the River from River Bend Golf Course. It is currently
used for agriculture.

Interpretive Objectives

o Learning: Effectively communicate the unique
interrelationships and ecology of the area

o Emotional: foster and appreciation for the
importance of conserving these habitats

RED DEER RIVER NATURAL AREA

in the expanding urban context

o Behavioral: Lead by example in fostering
sustainable action to protect biodiversity

Interpretation in this park should highlight the
different species that depend upon the flood plain’s
different habitat zones and the importance of this
type of area as a wildlife corridor. The formation of
the flood plain and other nearby features like the river
island and dammed wetlands can speak to the River’s
continuing impact on these ecosystems. Human

impact and stories of land use and re-use can also
be told here in reference to the gravel pits across the
River.

There are no development plans for this area yet, so
the visitor profiles and motivations can not yet be
determined.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for the Red Deer
River Natural Area.

ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES | NON- BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL
TOPICS PERSONAL INFRASTRUC- SERVICE
MEDIA TURE

Red Deer River | Flood plain Floodplain habitats Ecology TBD when TBD when TBD
Natural Area Ecology Plants, animals, birds interrelationships Stewardship further further

Habits zones, characteristics development development

. plans are plans are
Human impacts available available

River processes

Urban
Integration

Wildlife corridors

Meandering river

Dammed wetland

Compare to other floodplains on river
River island

Impacts of urban integration
Gravel pits - park planning
Agricultural land use

Geology
Ecology

Stewardship
Geology

Online
Interpretation

Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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8.4 BOWER NATURAL AREA

Bower Natural Area is already almost surrounded

by urban development. With the development of
Southpoint Neighbourhood around it, it will likely
get significant commuting and recreational use. It will
connect by a small link to Waskasoo Creek once the
Southpoint Neighbourhood plan is complete.

Interpretive Objectives

o Learning: Effectively communicate the unique
interrelationships and ecology of the area

o Emotional: foster and appreciation for the

importance of conserving these habitats
in the expanding urban context

o Behavioral: Lead by example in fostering
sustainable action to protect biodiversity

Bower Natural Area is already almost surrounded
by urban development. With the development of
Southpoint Neighbourhood around it, will likely get
significant commuting and recreational use. It will
connect by a small link to Waskasoo Creek once the
Southpointe Neighbourhood plan is complete.

This area is dominated by an historical spruce grove
and has good views of the surrounding landscape

from the ridge. Geological interpretation can speak
to the glacier sand that was deposited here and the
importance of trees to ridge stability.

There is a potential constructed wetland to be
developed in the north end of the tree stand. This
feature can be used to interpret wetland ecology, the
natural functions of a wetland and how constructed
wetlands function to provide humans and wild life
with cleaner water. There will be multi-use trails and
cross-country skiing here.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories and features for the Bower Natural
Area.

BOWER NATURAL AREA
ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES | NON- BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL
TOPICS PERSONAL INFRASTRUC- SERVICE
MEDIA TURE
Bower Natural | Spruce Historical spruce woodland Ecology Signage: 1-2x $7000- Trails, boardwalks, | TBD
Area woodland Plants, animals, birds interrelationships Stewardship €C2,1-3xCC1 $20,000 viewing platforms
ecology Habits zones, characteristics
Human impacts
Impact on decreased wildlife corridor to
Waskasoo Creek
Changing Sand excavation - glacial till Geology
landscape Ridge stability - spruce grove High point
Erosion view
Topography (view from ridge)
Urban . Constructed wetland
Integration .
Close proximity to town - college Stewardship
Potential use for further study Geology Ecology
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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8.5 CAMEO LAKE

Cameo Lake is an important wetland in the Waskasoo
Park system. In the future it will be quite isolated by
urban development. However, there may be surface
links to surrounding habitat strips that will be
important as wildlife corridors. This lake is important
for regional drainage, as a refuge for waterfowl and as
an example of wetland succession and resiliency.

Interpretive Objectives

o Learning: Effectively communicate the unique

interrelationships and ecology of the area

o Emotional: foster and appreciation for the
importance of conserving these habitats
in the expanding urban context

o Behavioral: Lead by example in fostering
sustainable action to protect biodiversity

Cameo Lake is an important wetland in the Waskasoo
Park system. In the future it will be quite isolated by
urban development. However, there may be surface
links to surrounding habitat strips that will be

important as wildlife corridors. This lake is important
for regional drainage, as a refuge for waterfowl and as
an example of wetland succession and resiliency,

Along with ecological information about Cameo
Lake, the impact of urban development on wetland
habitats should be interpreted here.

There are no development plans for this area yet, so
the visitor profiles and motivations can not yet be
determined.

Please refer to the matrix for a full list of proposed
interpretive stories within Cameo Lake.

CAMEO LAKE
ZONE ZONE THEME KEY STORIES PARK FEATURES | NON- BUDGET PHYSICAL PERSONAL
TOPICS PERSONAL INFRASTRUC- SERVICE
MEDIA TURE
Cameo Lake Wetland Ecology | Wetland habitats Ecology TBD when TBD when further Trails, boardwalks, | TBD
Plants, animals, birds interrelationships | Stewardship further developmentplans | viewing platforms,
Habits zones. characteristics development | are available bird-blinds
o plans are
Human impacts SETEE
Wetland succession
Associated wetlands
Stewardship
Urban Urban integration Ecology
Integration Mosquito monitoring projects
Short and long term effects of surrounding
development
Eco-industry nearby
Online Online interpretive content will provide deeper layers of information relating to the themes & stories communicated through personal and non-personal interpretation onsite.
Interpretation | Virtual notice board of events and activities

Note: Cost Class 1 (CC1)- $2K Basic sign, graphics only; Cost Class 2 (CC2)- $7K Significant stories, 3D, view scope, etc.; Cost Class 3 (CC3) - $18K Significant node, thematic crossroads, sculpture, 3D, tactile, etc.
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8.6 OTHER AREAS

There are other areas within Waskasoo Park not
identified in the inventory preceding. These areas

are those whose primary function is high-energy
recreation like the Great West BMX track, Great Chief
Athletic Park and the Mountain Bike Park. These
areas should all have good welcome and orientation
information presented where visitors can easily see
and understand how these areas connect to the Park
and what opportunities are available here.
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9.1 IMPLEMENTATION

The following budget and schedule sections outline
the implementation strategy for the components of
this plan.

Budgets

Each major component, Kerry Wood Nature Centre,
Fort Normandeau, outdoor interpretation and

the website has its own budget to facilitate flexible
planning and implementation.

Months 1 2

CONCEPT PHASE
SCHEMATIC DESIGN

9.0

Schedule

The timeline to complete any one component of the
project will take 18-months from concept to opening
day. This timeline will ensure that stakeholder and the
community consultation and evaluation and can be
effectively incorporated into the design process.

Note: the website can be completed on a shorter
timeline, but its interpretive components should be
coordinated with the content development of the
physical sites.

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

BID

CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION

FABRICATION & INSTALLATION

ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES
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9.2 BUDGET KERRY WOOD NATURE CENTRE 1.0 KERRY WOOD NATURE CENTRE SIGNAGE
1.0.1 AV Production - Equipment & Feature 100,000
1.0.2 Permanent Exhibits 800,000
rermenve sovace auiocanon kv & aances RN
INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE ALLOCATION KEY & RANGES « Permanent exhibits 104 | Multi-Purposs Room 85,000
Cost Class 1 - $2,000-$4000 (CC1) 105 | Discovery Room 50,000
Basic wayside sign‘ ‘ . Lobby 1.0.6 Outdoor Exhibits 11,000 CC2, 2xCC1
Short story(ies) ‘ ‘ . 1.0.7 Small Amphitheatre 20,000
[T |Graphics only | ‘ e DISCO'VW}’ Room and 108 | Nature Playground 100,000
| | | Multi-purpose room
. Subtotal 1,216,000
COStSiCI:i:iscait-SfO?r, ((I):S(;-$1 0,000 (C‘CZ) ° Ol/ltdOOT exhlblts Soft Costs (30% of Exhibits Total) 364,800
9 b ‘ . Fllm Estimated Grand Total 1,580,800

Single interpretive sign with multiple stories

3D element - viewing scope, tactile

Timeline: 18 months

Budget:
Cost Class 3 - $18,000-$25,000 (CC3) R 8! X N
Significant node | (including 30% soft costs)
Thematic crossroads | $1.580,800
‘Multi—storied with depth of content
Variety of delivery methods
‘Sculpture, tactile, viewing scopes, benches, etc. FORT NORMANDEAU 20N [EORTNORMENDERT SIGNAGE
B | | | | 2.01 Site Entry 20,000
Components: 2.0.2 Outdoor.lnterpretatlon 30,000 CC3, 6xCC1
2.0.3 Interpretive Centre Entry 120,000
. Interpretjve centre 2.04 |Theatre Update 80,000
. 2.0.5 A/V Production - Equipment & Feature 50,000
o Film 2.0.6 |Permanent Exhibits 250,000
: . 207 Progr ing Space 100,000
° OthOOT’ mterpretatlon 2.0.8 First Nations Shelter 100,000
o First Nations shelter
Subtotal 750,000
e Entry experience Soft Costs (30% of Exhibits Total ) 105,000 | o s IFN
Estimated Grand Total 945,000

Timeline: 18 months

Budget:

(including 30% soft costs, minus
design of the First Nations shelter) —
$945,000

Note: Consultation with First Nations
groups will be very important during
the design and development of Fort
Normandeau. Sufficient time should be
allocated for this process.
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OUTDOOR INTERPRETATION

Components:

o Gaetz Lake Sanctuary

o McKenzie Trails Recreation Area

o Bower Ponds

o Maskeptetoon

o Lions Campground
o Devonian Trails

o Heritage Ranch

* River Bend Golf and
Recreation Area

o Three Mile Bend

« CPR Bridge

o Pines Escarpment

o ACR Trail

o North Bank Trail

o South Bank Trail
Timeline: 18 months
Budget:

(including 30% soft costs) —
$414,440

HIGH PRIORITY AREAS SIGNAGE
3.0 GAETZ LAKE SANCTUARY [

3.0.1 Wishart Trail 20,000 2xCC2, 3xCC1: 10.0.1 |Discovery Canyon 7,000 cc2
3.0.2 Dr. George Loop 18,000 CC3 10.0.2 |Perimeter Trail 9,000 CccC2,cc1
Subtotal 38,000 Subtotal 16,000
4.0.1 Picnic Area 7,000 cc2 11.0.2 |Picnic Area 7,000 CcCc2
4.0.2 Forest Trail/Trail Head 9,000 CC2,cC1 11.0.1  |Pond 9,000 CC1,CC2
4.0.3 Pond 14,000 2xCC2 Subtotal 16,000
Subtotal 30,000
12.0 CPR BRIDGE
0 BO POND 12.0.1 | Major Park Gateway 7,000 cc2
5.01 Ponds 20,000 CC3,CC1 12.0.2 |Bridge 7,000 CcC2
5.0.2 Cronquist House 7,000 CC2 Subtotal 14,000
Subtotal 27,000
6.0 R RA 0 P ARP
6.0.1 Major Park Gateway 7,000 Ccc2 13.0.1 | Trail 4,000 2xCC1
6.0.2 Upper Heritage Ranch 2,000 cct Subtotal 4,000
6.0.3 Lower Heritage Ranch 18,000 2xCC2, 2xCC1
Subtotal 27,000 4.0 ACR TRA
14.0.1 Trail 4,000 2xCC1
0 00 Subtotal 4,000
7.01 Lookout 7,000 CC2
7.0.2 Trail 15,000 CC2, 4xCC1 0 NORTH BA RA
Subtotal 22,000 15.0.1 Trail 16,000 8xCC1
Subtotal 16,000
0 D R o =
801 |Rotary Park Picnic Area & Playground 57,000 cc2 > - ; - 'T‘ra“ Sl 16,000 o
8.0.2 Piper Mountain 7,000 cc2 Subtotal 16,000
8.0.2 Kin Kanyon & Waterplay Feature 7,000 cc2
8.0.3 Barret, Coronation, Stevenson, Galbraif 8,000 4xCC1 Subtotal 318,800
8.04 Bower Woods 2,000 cc Soft Costs (30% of Exhibits Total) 95,640
Subtotal 81,000 Estimated Grand Total 414,440
9.0 O A PGRO D
9.0.1 Major Park Gateway 7,000 cCc2
9.0.2 Amphitheater notive board 800
Subtotal 7,800
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WEBSITE

Components: Timeline: 12 months

* Interactive map Budget: (including 30% soft costs) — $22,000-$99,000

o Community photo board
P Note: The interpretive component of the website

+ Virtual notice boards should be developed in close coordination with

o Interpretive content interpretive plan, however the website itself could

« Downloadable maps, activity be developed more quickly and expanded as the
sheets, information sheets interpretive content is developed.

o McKenzie Trails Recreation Area

« Mobile trial version of website for Website Software Development & Design 20,000-90,000
Gaetz Lake Sanctuary Interactive map

Park Downloads

Virtual Notice Board
Community Photo Board
Chilldren's Activities

Online Survey & Social Media
Interpretive Content

Mobile version trial

Subtotal 20,000-90,000
Soft Costs (10% of Total) 2000-9000
Estimated Grand Total 22,000-99,000
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Evaluation is an important part of any project. The
value and efficacy of investment in interpretation

can be determined through a thoughtful approach to
evaluation. It is important to define clearly what the
goals of an evaluation are and how they will be used.
Are they intended to gather input to help guide the
development of an existing project, or assess the need
for a new project? Or is the evaluation intended to
assess the efficacy, popularity and use of a project?

Formative Evaluation

Formative evaluations are preformed before and
during the development of a project. They gather
information on the interests, values, learning
processes, base level knowledge and visitation
patterns of audiences that will help to inform the
project direction. Formative evaluation can be built
into the design process through the testing of ideas,
concepts and even designs. Focus groups, community
engagement and prototyping are all effective methods
for gathering user input and feedback on the potential
efficacy of an exhibit. Formative evaluations improve
the likelihood that project goals will be met by
incorporating visitors’ perspectives and facilitating
responsive, informed decision making.

Before developing an evaluation plan, it is important
to look around for comparable evaluations done at
comparable locations. Often the information gathered
at similar facilities can be very informative and useful
in designing and focusing an approach to evaluation.

The public consultation plan built into this Master
Plan process has included a significant amount

of formative evaluation work that is guiding the
development of the interpretation. The Public Preview
evening, online survey and interceptors, as well as

the stakeholder workshop and interviews, all helped

10.0

the project team gather valuable information on how
visitors use and would like to use the park, what they
would like to see change and what they value about
their park.

Formative evaluations can also be used to test types
of media and visitor experience types to better
understand how an audience interacts with a specific
design or communication method.

Both formative and summative evaluations can be
built into the scope of design and build phases for a
project.

Summative Evaluation

Summative evaluation is done at the end of a project
to test the efficacy of the exhibits, messages and
experiences against intended learning, behavioural
and emotional objectives. Short-term evaluations are
the most popular and easiest methods for gathering
post-occupancy information during or shortly

after a visitor has been through an exhibit. Surveys,
interviews, comment books and observation of visitor
interaction are used most often.

Gathering information on the long term retention of
content, messages and ideas learned at an exhibit or
experience are more difficult to obtain, but are most
valuable in terms of supporting an organization’s
mission and vision.

Focus groups and longer, reflective interviews

with users and program participants are a couple

of methods for gathering this type of information.
Significant research is currently being conducted to
learn more about long term retention of information
and strategies for assessing this type of information
from visitors several weeks or months after they have
visited an exhibit.

Evaluation Recommendations

This type of long-term summative evaluation will
relatively easy to assess at Waskasoo Park because so
many of its users are local and repeat visitors. They
will be easier to track down and identify.

Evaluation at Waskasoo Park

The evaluative process we have engaged in the
development of the Master Plan process has, thus
far, been very successful in garnering significant and
valuable information from the community. Over 140
online surveys have been filled in so far, and 25 park
users attended the Public Preview Night. Waskasoo
Park is highly valued by the community and this
strong connection is evident by the resounding
numbers of users participating in these evaluative
meetings and surveys.

As the project progress and the plan is implemented,
we would recommend engaging a similar public
consultation process to continue to gather community
feedback that will guide further design of interpretive
exhibits, signage and programs.

The website and mobile website described in section
4.7 Approach to Technology, also offer opportunities
for capturing evaluative information. Both can be
developed with the capability to record data on how
many people are engaging with content on the website
and in the Park through their smartphones, what
information they are interested in, where are they
interacting and how long are they spending with this
interpretation or information.

The data gathered in a basic website and/or mobile
website trial could be used to test and inform the
development of expanded online content for the
entire Park.
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11.0 Next Steps

Following the approval of this Interpretive Master
Plan, the following steps should be taken towards
implementation of this plan. Following is a brief
outline of the tasks to be completed through out

the next phases of this project, for each component
respectively. These are the phases included in a typical
process for designing and developing permanent
exhibits.

108 Waskasoo Park | Interpretive Master Plan

1 Concept and Schematic Design

The Master Plan concepts for Kerry Wood Nature
Centre, Fort Normandeau and the outdoor
interpretation will be refined and developed to a
schematic level in this phase. Content and storylines
will be defined through further research and
consultation with stakeholders and content experts.
Exhibit designs and graphic typicals are developed
and the budget is refined. Formative evaluation can be
incorporated into this phase.

2 Design Development

In Design Development, detailed design drawings

are developed along with a preliminary specification
for all exhibit elements. Draft graphic panels, panel
text and audiovisual outlines are developed. Precise
locations, suitable for integration with the City’s GIS
system will be identified during this phase. The budget
is further refined based on the more detailed work in
this phase.

3 Contract Documents

During this phase all design drawings and
specifications, including text and graphics are
finalized ready to be bid. The budget is finalized.

4 Bid Tender

During this phase the design consultant helps to
prepare RFPs for the tendering of fabrication of all
exhibits, both physical and audiovisual. The design
consultant can advise the City and WEES on the
selection of an appropriate bid.

5 Fabrication and installation

During this phase the design consultant acts on behalf
of the City to oversee the fabrication and installation
of the exhibits.
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SOURCES
2011 Red Deer Municipal Census Report, City of Red Deer

Alto Reste Cemetery Multicultural Inclusion and
Expansion Plan, City of Red Deer, 2011

City of Red Deer Sign System Schedule,
City of Red Deer, 2011

Red Deer Environmental Mast Plan, Our
Environment our Future, City of Red Deer, 2011

Kin Canyon Redevelopment Plan, City of Red Deer, 2010

Red Deer Rotary Recreational Park & South
Site Study Report, City of Red Deer, 2010

River Valley and Tributaries Concept
Plan, City of Red Deer, 2010

The Economic Impact of Tourism in Red Deer
in 2008, Tourism Red Deer, 2010

Waskasoo Park Signage Identity Standards,
City of Red Deer, 2010

Community Culture Vision, City of Red Deer, 2009

Riverside Meadows Area Development
Plan, City of Red Deer, 2009

Riverside Meadows Community Plan ¢ Residential
Design Criteria, City of Red Deer, 2009

Southpoint Neighbourhood Area Structure
Plan, City of Red Deer, 2009

The State of our Watershed, Red Deer
River Watershed Alliance, 2009

Demographic and Socio-economic Trends
of Red Deer, City of Red Deer, 2008

Maskepetoon Park Master Plan, City of Red Deer, 2008

Progress and Potential, Red Deer’s Greater Downtown
Action Plan, City of Red Deer, 2008 Update

City of Red Deer Heritage Management
Plan, City of Red Deer, 2006

Recreation, Parks and Culture Community Assets
Needs Assessment, City of Red Deer, 2006

Red Deer Populations Projections 2007-
2031, City of Red Deer, 2006

Paleontological Review of the Paleocene Paskapoo Formation
in the Vicinity of the City of Red Deer, Alberta, Interpretive
Report for the KWNC, Selena Y. Smith, B.Sc. 2005

Red Deer Trails Master Plan, City of Red Deer, 2005

Waskasoo Park Special Gathering Places Master
Plan Report, City of Red Deer, 2005

Kerry Wood Visitor Survey Summary, Waskaoo
Environmental Education Society,1995-1996

Red Deer, An Illustrated History, Michael Dawe, 1996
Kerry Wood Nature Centre Storyline, Eric Bailey, 1985

Piper’s Mountain Excavation Final
Report, Sheila Minni, 1985

Waskasoo Park Level III Natural History
Inventory, Cottonwood Consultants, 1984

Red Deer Crossing and the Interpretive Planning
Process, Great Plains Research Consultants, 1983

Waskasoo Park Historical Resource Impact Assessment
Vol. 1 Archaeological Study, Aresco Ltd. 1983

Alberta Natural Areas Program, Resource Inventory for
Proposed Educational Areas: Gaetz Lake Sanctuary, 1980

Waskasoo Park Historical Signage, date unknown
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STEERING COMMITTEE
Kristina Oberg, Co-Chair, Culture Supervisor, CORD

Jim Robertson, Co-Chair, Executive Director, WEES

Janet Pennington, Heritage Community
Development Coordinator, Culture, CORD

Todd Nivens, Programs Coordinator, WEES
David Girardin, Parks Planning Coordinator, RPC, CORD

Dave Matthews, Planning & Technical
Services Supervisor, Parks, CORD

CONTACTS

Lyle Keewatin-Richards, First Nations advocate
Environmental Services - Nancy Hackett
Recreation, Parks and Culture - Trevor Poth, Grant Moir

Red Deer Museum & Art Gallery & Red Deer
District Archive — Lorna Johnson, Michael Dawe,
Rod Trentham, Selena Percy, Valerie Miller

Gaetz Lake Sanctuary Committee — Ron Bjorge
Red Deer Tourism — Liz Taylor
Heritage Preservation Committee - Vandy Bower

Waskasoo Environmental Education Society -
Don Wales, Diane Olson, Kathryn Huedepold, Garnet Ward

Re Think Red Deer — Rene Michalak

Greater Downtown Action Plan
Committee — Shirley Hocken

Red Deer River Watershed Alliance —
Gerard Aldridge, Esther Kienholz

Remembering the Children— Don Hepburn, Richard
Lightning, Muriel Stanley Venne, Charles Wood, Eric Large

Red Deer Native Friendship Centre
Red Deer Aboriginal Elders Group
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Appendix B

B COMMUNICATION AND PUBLIC
CONSULTATION PLAN REPORT
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ALDRICHPEARS ASSOCIATES

400-1455 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, BC, Canada

Vo6G 2T3

(604) 669-7044

Contacts:
Phil Aldrich Principal
paldrich@aldrichpears.com

Kate Daley Project Manager
kdaley@aldrichpears.com





