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PARKVALE COMMUNITY

MODEST INFILL DESIGN GUIDELINES

1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1.

VISION
Parkvale will continue to be a unique, quiet, family-oriented neighbourhood where people
enjoy the amenities of the adjacent parks and downtown. Homes are to not be overshadowed
by large developments or hidden behind large garage fronts. The front porches and sidewalks
are to enable people to casually interact with their neighbours. The neighbourhood will
continue to be a visually rich environment combining a colourful variety of landscaping,
fences, homes and garages.

1.2.

PARKVALE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MISSION STATEMENT
The Parkvale Community Association’s mission is to promote the sense of community
through enhancing and preserving the quality of living and the historic character of our
unique neighbourhood.

1.3.

PURPOSE

The purpose of these Design Guidelines is to guide infill
housing and redevelopment in the existing mature low
density residential neighbourhood of Parkvale. The primary
goal is to ensure that low density infill housing as well as
additions, renovations, or new accessory buildings are
designed in a manner which is sensitive to the local context
and neighbourhood character while encouraging a variety of
housing choices.
These guidelines are to be read in conjunction with the City
of Red Deer Land Use Bylaw and are intended to enhance
the development approval process and the quality of infill
housing and redevelopment in the community. This
document addresses the following design elements:
 Site Development
 Principal Building Design
 Accessory Buildings
 Landscaping

September 12, 2003

FINAL REPORT

Page 2 of 11

PARKVALE COMMUNITY

MODEST INFILL DESIGN GUIDELINES

2.0 BACKGROUND
2.1.

THE GREATER DOWNTOWN ACTION PLAN

The Greater Downtown Action Plan was approved by
Council on August 14, 2000. The following policies from
this document have been instrumental in the development of
these design guidelines:

Policy 2.2 Develop architectural and urban design guidelines
for each distinct downtown neighbourhood.
Policy 2.3 Develop a five year program of physical
improvements for all nine downtown neighbourhoods, street
name signs, furniture, street lamps, colour, landscaping, etc.
Policy 9.1 Retain Parkvale and the existing low-density
areas in the north downtown residential area as low-density
residential neighbourhoods; preserve the quality residential
environment in these areas through continuing to maintain
the streets, boulevard areas and landscaping to a high standard;
consider enhancements such as neighbourhood signs and other
public amenities to highlight their distinct characters.

Figure 1. A local historically
significant house

Policy 9.2 Introduce land use bylaw changes and design
guidelines to further protect the historic and architectural
character of the older downtown residential areas of Parkvale
and the north downtown residential areas.
2.2.

DESCRIPTION OF PARKVALE

The Parkvale Community is a quiet, historic, low density
residential area located on the east side of Red Deer’s
Downtown core.
It is clearly defined physically by Barrett Park on the east
and south, Rotary Recreation Park on the west, Ross Street
on the north. See Diagram 1, following page.

Figure 2. Another local historically
significant house

The traditional architectural character of the community is
defined as 1or 2 storey small homes with an entrance and
often with a verandah facing the street and generous side
yards.
The existing front yard setbacks vary from street to street.
Vehicle site access is primarily from the 6 metre (20’) wide
lanes.
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Property boundaries are well
defined, with a wide variety of
fences and landscaping. The
scale of the homes is generally
small, with traditional
architectural materials in a wide
range of colours, from earthtones to bright colours. Many
existing developed properties
have been grouped into
multiples of 7.6 metres (25 feet)
lots [i.e. 15.2 metres (50 feet) or
22.9 metres (75feet)]. The
development of the narrow lots
has historically helped create
the visually unique qualities of
Parkvale.
A strong characteristic of
Parkvale is its wide variety of
street edge hedges and fences
and screens. The sidewalks are
defined by grassed boulevards,
most with handsome arcades of
mature ash and spruce.
Much of Parkvale has recently
been rezoned through an
extensive, community-driven
process. Previously zoned RIA,
it is now generally zoned R1.
Discretionary low impact
commercial is allowed along
Ross and 49th Streets.

Diagram 1. Boundaries of Parkvale Community
The guidelines do not apply to the R3 Area
indicated by the diagonal hatch.
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3.0 DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC SPACES
VISION
Public spaces are to enhance the traditional character of the neighbourhood properties. The
boulevards with mature trees are to remain as a dominant element on the streets.
The combination of features which make up the various elements
of the public street, including the edge of the public environment
- curb, pavement, boulevard, light fixtures, sidewalk materials,
grates, benches, waste receptacles, street landscaping and
building elevations are referred to as the “Streetscape”. In
streetscape projects these elements are usually designed in a
coordinated manner, use unique materials and colour and offer a
high level of amenity.
Subject to local improvement bylaws, a functional and attractive
streetscape is to be developed by a joint venture between the
City of Red Deer and the Parkvale Community Association.

Figure 3. Existing Boulevard Trees

The 48th Street Promenade is to be developed in accordance
with a detailed design.
Trees are to be planted in the boulevards where there are
gaps in the rhythm of the arcade of trees.
Sidewalks are to be replaced matching the existing 1.2 metre
wide sidewalks.
A funding program for preservation of historical buildings
could be considered.
Figure 4. Existing Boulevard Trees

The following items could be considered for
inclusion in local improvement bylaws:
 Character street signs, street lighting, gateways, and street
furniture.
 Sidewalk improvements with drop curbs at road
intersection corners.
 Relocation of overhead utilities to underground where
possible.
 Construction of lanes to city standards for rear vehicle
access.
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Figure 5. A street without boulevard
trees.
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4.0 DESIGN GUIDELINES
4.1.

SITE DEVELOPMENT

Design Principles
The existing historic grid of streets, avenues and lanes are to be maintained. The unique
rhythm of buildings and yards in Parkvale are to be reinforced. New buildings are to respect
the existing architectural character and site development in the neighbourhood.
Implementation Mechanism

The following guidelines have been implemented by the City of Red Deer through Land Use
Bylaw Amendment 3156/RR-2003 whereby a special overlay district (Mature
Neighbourhood – Parkvale District), containing the essence of these guidelines as additional
development regulations superimposed over the existing zoning, has been created for the low
density residential areas within the Parkvale community.
GUIDELINES
Guideline 1. The maximum building width is to be 12.2
metres (40 feet). Minimum side yard regulations are to be
maintained in Parkvale. (Refer to diagrams 2 and 3)

Guideline 2. No subdivision of a consolidated title is to
result in a lot width less than 11.4 metres (37.5 feet).

Guideline 3. The front yard setback is to be determined
by averaging the setback of all existing buildings on the
same block as the proposed development. On corner
properties, the front yard shall be in the same direction as
front yards on the remainder of the block.
(Refer to diagram 2.)

Guideline 4. In addition to the maximum building height
indicated in the Land Use Bylaw, the building envelope is to
be restricted such that along the side property lines from a
height of 5.5 metres (18 feet) up, the building envelope is to
slope inward at a 45degree angle up to the maximum
building height. (Refer to Diagram 3)
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Figure 6. This is an example of a larger
house next to a smaller house. The
front elevation is broken up into three
gable elements which serve to reduce
the appearance of the building's mass.
(Guideline 6)
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Diagram 2. Plan illustration of site development criteria
from the Land Use Bylaw and these guidelines
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PRINCIPAL BUILDING DESIGN

Design Principles
Create interest and vitality in new buildings using colour and architectural elements found
within the existing neighbourhood such as porches, gables, dormers etc. The architectural
design of development does not have to mimic the older styles of local buildings to comply,
but it must respect it.
Contemporary exterior materials and architectural styles may be used provided that, in the
opinion of the Development Authority, the overall site development including landscaping is
of a high visual quality and responsive to the streetscape character of the area.
Guidelines
Guideline 5. The main floor of the principal building is to
be a maximum height of 1.2 metres (4 feet) above grade of
adjacent sidewalk. Consideration is to be given only where
the existing sewer service depth would prevent a 2.4 metres
(8 feet) ceiling in the basement. (Refer to diagram 3)
Guideline 6. Design features of the principal building
including projections, recesses, variations, terracing, and
gables are to be used to minimize the perception of mass and
height and to break up large flat surfaces, including roof
faces. On elevations facing streets or lanes, surfaces with a
vertical or horizontal wall length greater than 8 metres (26
feet) in either direction are not to be permitted. (Refer to

Figure 7. Design features minimize the
perception of mass. (Guideline 6)

diagrams 2 & 3)

Diagram 3. illustration of vertical guidelines
September 12, 2003
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Guideline 7. The main entrance of the principal building
is to be on the front of the building, prominent to the street
and be located in a manner which respects the privacy of the
neighbours. (Refer to diagram 3)

Guideline 8. On corner lots, the main entrance of the
principal building is to face in the same direction as the other
house entrances on its block.

Figure 8. A front porch with the
principal entrance facing the street.
(Guideline 7)

Guideline 9. Corner lot development is to address both
frontages with equal quality of architectural treatment given
to both elevations.

Guideline 10. Side windows and balconies are to respect
privacy of neighbours. They should be located to minimize
direct views into existing neighbouring windows and views
overlooking neighbouring yards. (Refer to diagram 2)
Figure 9. A front porch with the

Guideline 11. For duplexes as allowed on properties zoned
R1A, each unit should be treated with distinction.

principal entrance facing the street.
(Guideline 7)

Guideline 12. The use of vibrant colours and textures are
to be encouraged. Bright colours are an attractive quality of
the existing buildings.

Guideline 13. Overhead utility services are to be connected
onto the side or the rear of the principal building. No meters
are to be allowed on the front of the building
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Figure 10. Front overhead utility
service is not desirable. (Guideline
13)
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GARAGES AND ACCESSORY BUILDINGS

Design Principles
Accommodate vehicle parking and circulation in a manner that respects the existing
neighbourhood condition. Vehicle parking should not dominate front yards and should not
detract from the character of the neighbourhood.
Guidelines
Guideline 14. Garages and other accessory buildings are to be
designed to compliment the principal building on same property.
This may be achieved by utilizing similar or compatible exterior
materials, colours and architectural details. This guideline
applies to both new developments as well as new garages on lots
with existing houses.
Guideline 15. On elevations facing streets or lanes, accessory
buildings with horizontal walls that are greater than 8 metres (26
feet) in either direction are to have design features including
projections, recesses, variations, or gables to minimize the
perception of mass and height and to break up large flat surfaces,
including roof faces. (Refer to diagram 2)

Figure 11. This is an example of a

garage that would be permitted
which is accessible from a lane.
(Guideline 15)

Guideline 16. On properties with a lane, all vehicle access to
the property is to be from the lane. This applies to corner
properties as well. The exception is in Block M, Plan 1528HW;
Block B, Plan 257HW; and Block B, Plan 4867KS wherein
vehicle access to the property may be from the front (i.e. street)
when an approved front drive single wide attached garage exists.
(Council resolution January 25, 2010)
Guideline 17. On properties that do not have a lane, vehicle
access is to be permitted from the front. On corner properties
without a lane, vehicle access is to be from the side. These
accesses are to be hard surfaced, i.e. asphalt, concrete.

Figure 12. This is an example of a front
garage that would be permitted where
there is no lane. (Guideline 18)

Guideline 18. Front or side garages are not to protrude beyond
the front building face (including porches and verandas) of the
principal building. Boulevard trees are not to be removed to
accommodate any front vehicular access.

Figure 13. This is an example
of a front garage that would
not be permitted because it
dominates the streetscape
and the main entrance is not
prominent. (Guideline 18)
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Figure 14. This is an example of a
garage that would not be permitted
because it has a surface dimension
greater than 8 metres without any
design features. (Guideline 15)
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LANDSCAPING

Design Principles
Landscaping treatment shall reduce scale of large developments, enhance the overall visual
appearance of the site and preserve the general rich character of the existing streetscape.
Guidelines
Guideline 19. Mature trees contained within residential
properties are to be preserved to the greatest extent possible.

Guideline 20. In developments with new principal
buildings, where mature vegetation or landscaping material
has been removed, new landscaping material is to be added
to the front yard.

4.5.

Figure 15. Trees defining a property
boundary. (Guideline 20)

APPLICATION PROCESS

Where an application for development does not comply with
the regulations of the Land Use Bylaw and these Design
Guidelines, the application is to be forwarded by the City to
the Community Association for review and comment. In
addition to the requirements of the Land Use Bylaw, any
development application for a new building or major
structural renovation, alteration, addition and/or
reconstruction of any existing building is to include:

Figure 16. A sample of the variety in
fencing styles in the neighbourhood.
(Guideline 20)

1. A site plan showing the existing and proposed
grades, trees, landscaping features, buildings, extent
of demolition, proposed height of the main floor,
fence locations and utility service locations.
2. A sketch showing the window locations of existing
adjacent buildings.
3. Any part of the proposed development which does
not comply with the Land Use Bylaw and these
design guidelines is to be clearly indicated on the
development application.
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Figure 17. A carefully manicured
hedge forms a site boundary.
(Guideline 20)
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